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Letters 
Missing dimension 

I have rea ll y e njoyed reading the 
art icles by Herbe rt W , Armst rong abo ut 
" Love, Mar ri age and Sex." I hope he 
cont inues to write (about these sub
jects} . 

I would ve ry much a ppreciate it ir yo u 
wo ul d sen d me a co py , w hi c h I 
unde rstand is rree, or the book, T he 
Mining Dill/ellSioll i ll S ex. T hank you. 

Lo rrie Tom li nson 
Flee twood, North Carolina 

Missing quotation marks? 

Generall y, yo ur magazine has been so 
well-edited I've had no sugges tions. l 'vc 
fo und it excel lent. In raet. I've had a 
hundrcd or more s tuden ts subscri be 
through my class! 

However, in the Apri l issue , page 18 , 
yo u used the phrase " It 's the Write 
T ime" as a [headl ine ] in " News & 
Reviews." I' m afraid ma ny s tudents 
wo uldn ' t rea lize the pun! (Consequentl y, 
th ey late r ma ke roo li sh mi s ta kes in 
writing.) W hy not use quotat ion marks, 
" write," to clar iry ? 

Judy Grebe 
Mount Vernon, Ind iana 

Thanks for your illterest. We try to 
avoid thl' use of too mallY apologetiC 
quo tes - we hop e t he p Ull wa s 
understalldable to most readers, 

Defusing the dynamite 

T ha nk you very, very much ror the 
art icle in your M ay issue e nt itl ed , 
"Sexual Lust: Defusi ng the Dynami te ." 
For many years I have indulged myselr in 
pornography and sexual sin , and I was in 
utter despair. Afte r I read that article, I 
knew I could no longer t ravel down that 
perverted road or sexual s in . Your art icle 
had ope ned my eyes to God's t ruth. I 
know now I can overcome thi s wit h God 's 
hel p. 

Name W ith held 
M ichigan 

Understanding parents 

I have round all the art icles In Youth 
84 very hel prul and it has answered many 
or my doubts about da ting, A nd the 
article " 0 0 Your Pa re nts Unders ta nd 
You?" [April ] has hel ped me a g rea t 
dea l. My parents have been d ivo rced ror 
almost fi ve years now. My fathe r always 
took everyth ing I did in the wrong way. 
Now that I have rcad yo ur art icle I ca n 
deal with my rather in a more under
s ta nd ing way. 

Chrystal J, Dan iel 
Garri sonv ille, Vi rg inia 
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f you and I were discuss
ing the ma tter of what 
ubject I should write 

about , and you should say, 
serio u sly, "M r . Armstrong, in 
view o f the deadly seri o usness 
and the urgency of this time, I 
t hink you s hou ld write on the 
most urgent problem in all 
Our lives rig ht now - th e 
question of wh et h er, a nd h ow, 
we may s urvive!" 

I would ag ree. T he one BI G 
QUESTION in all OUf lives, right 
now, is that of human SU RVIVA L! 

But I has ten to add , survival 
alone IS NOT ENOUG H! We must 
have survival in PEACE, in happi
ness, in joy, in prosperi ty and in 
abundant well-being for ALL' 

And that's a pretty big order' 
If anyone has the answer, for the 
sake o f humanity he 'd better 
speak out! I am prepared to g ive 
the ANSWE R - and it is going to 
be PL A I N S P EAK I NG, wit hout 
pullin g any punches! It 's time for 
PLAI N SPEAK ING! You are betting 
your life on someone coming up, 
in time, with the right answer! 

To get to the c ru x of th e 
problem immed iately, realize fi rs t 
that these ex is ting cond it ions and 
evi ls are mere ly t he EFFECT' For 
eve ry effect, the re has to be a 
CAUSE . Our problem of immedi
ale urgency is to find the CAUSE, 
not onl y of presen t evil condi
tions, but also of what is the 
not- bein g-used CAUSE of peace, 
happiness and ab und ant well
be ing! If we arc goi ng to learn 
that CAUSE, we need first to ask: 
What has made MA N as he is? 

By Herbert W. Armstrong 

How did humanity com e to be on 
th is earth ? Or, going bac k even 
fu rther, how did t he earth , itself, 
come to be? 

That may seem like goi ng a 
long way back. But this futile 
search for PEACE goes a long way 
back - as far as history goes -
or fur ther. Man's troubl es, evils 
and wars extend back to the 
beginning - or prior to the 
beginning - of hi story. To find 
the right answer, we need to go 
back even to PR Ehi story' That 
takes us even to the question of 
OR IGINS - of BEG INNINGS! 

Many scientists have devoted 
t heir lifetimes to researching and 
studying this quest io n . Many 
sc holarly books have been wri t
ten, setting forth t he results of 
these lifetime studies, purporting 
to tell the story of the orig in of 
the earth and of m ankind upon it. 
Yet is it not signi fi cant that their 
studies, theories and hypotheses 
Jail to tell us WHY man is as he 
is, or HOW he got that way. WHY 
man seems always to be befud
dled with unsolvab le problems, 
WHY he is always in trouble, WHY 
humanity is ha rassed with so 
many evils and WHY these evils 
are fast increasing? 

This is no light matter. Ignor
ing humanity's present dilemma 
will not cause it to go away_ 
Human SURVIVAL hangs in the 
balance! We need th e right 
answer - and we need it NOW! 

And we can know! 

Science to solve problems? 

With the emergence of modern 
science around the beginning of 
the 19th cen tur y, sc ien ti s t s 

, 
• 

assured the world that man had 
progressed to the point where he 
th en co uld d ispense with th e 
superstitious crutch of religion 
and belief in God. Now humanity 
could rely on the new messiah -
modern science. 

"G iven sufficient knowledge," 
said the scientists, "we sha ll solve 
a ll humanity's problems and cure 
a ll the world 's ills." 

To replace religion and belief 
in God, scientists and educators 
had substituted the doctrine of 
evolution. The tools modern 
science used in the production of 
thi s new KNOWLEDGE were a 
stepped-up use of those man had 
employed s ince th e dawn of 
history - rejection of revelation 
as a source of knowledge and the 
use of observation, experimenta
tion and human reason. 

So the production of KNOWL
EDGE increased at a constan tly 
accelera ting pace. The world's 
total fund of knowledge virtua lly 
doubled in the 1960s! 

Bu t, paradoxically, as knowl
edge has increased, so have 
humanity 's problems, tro ubles 
and evils, at almost an equal rate 
of acceleration! 

What's wrong with the dictum 
that knowledge is the sale need 
fo r solutions? We are face to face 
with the stern FA CT that increas
ing evils have escalated a lo ngside 
increasing knowl edge! That is not 
to say that the increased knowl
edge caused the g row ing evils. It 
does mean that the knowledge 
produced did not cure existing 
evils. or prevent new evils! 

The ANSWER becomes pla in. 
(Continued on page 26) 
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By Richard Rice 

Have you ever wished you could be 
as sharp and alert as a detective? You can -

here's how! 

he detective wa lks 
purposefully into a 

dim ly lit room. 
"W hat's this?" he excla ims 

as he c losely inspects s m a ll 
frag m ents o f g lass lodged in a 
crack in the fl oor boards. He 
pat ientl y scans hi s surro und 
ings for addition a l c lues. 

He lig htly dusts a door handle 
and examines it fo r fi ngerprints. 
Scratchin g his head, he slow ly 
paces across the room. 

"Aha'" Stoopi ng down, he lifts 
a tiny, pale t hread lying next to a 
c hair. " Thi s thread is iden ti cal to 
th e m ateri al of the torn coat 
d iscovered und er the seat of the 
suspect's a utomobile!" 

Then , in a series of profou nd 
observat ions, he c lever ly solves 
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the myste ry. His a ttention to 
deta il brings surprising results. 

We mi g ht not have baffl ing 
crimes to solve, but careful 
observation can be an easy and 
exci tin g way fo r all o f us to 
learn . 

What 's even morc exci ting is 
that becoming a good observer 
a lso sharpens your skills as a 
colorful writer and expert conver
sati ona lis t. Skilled observers lea rn 
to paint g raphic word pictures 
tha t keep others spellbound with 
Int erest. 

Why ? Because they h ave 
tra ined th eir mi nds to go beyond 
the sur face and see details that 
others miss. They have developed 
mental cur iosity and a t hirst fo r 
knowledge. 

T hese astute observers not on ly 
look - t hey see, observe 
and t hi nk. They probe into 
the whys and wherefores of 
nature , s itu at io n s and 
things. They ask questions 
and push themselves to find 
the answers. A vast new 
world opens up. 

Examine a leaf 

Take, for example, a n 
ordin a ry leaf. Have yo u 
ever ta ken onc into your 
hand an d examined it close-

There are c lues t o the 
myste ri es o f nature even 
in a common o bject l ike a 
leaf. (Pho t o b y Hal F inch) 

Iy - analyzed its intricate make
up and design? 

Did you notice t hat it had little 
ribs ex tending from its center, to 
give t he leaf structural re inforce
ment so it won' t droop or fa ll 
lim p? Did you ever wonder what 
real purpose the leaf plays and 
why cach variety of tree has its 
ow n unique kind of leaf? 

Leaves absorb nu trients from 
th e ai r and s unli g h t to help 
no uri s h th e tree . They a lso 
provide beauty, shade and vari ety. 
But o ne of the most important 
fun c tions o f leaves is to produce 
oxygen for us to breathe . 

Some leaves change colors in 
the autumn to provid e an a rray o f 
beauty for man to enjoy. They 
also die, fall to t he ground and 
revert back to fertile soil. 

As you can see, by takin g a 
litt le ex tra t ime, the kee n observ
er can amass a wealt h of knowl
edge. Many people are too busy 
or preoccupied to glean t he most 
from day-to-day exper ie nces. 
They d ull the ir mental eyesight 
and ability to enjoy life the way 
God intended. 

Test your alertness 

What kind of an observe r are 
you? Try taking this test to see 
how well you measu re up. W hat 
was your closest f ri end wearing 
the las t time you saw him or her ? 
How man y difFerent kinds of 
trees grow on you r block? H ow 
many items cou ld you list in your 
own living room ? 

Do you take the time to tune in 
t he many sou nds of nature on a 
summer eveni ng? Have you ever 
watc hed ants at work, a bird 
building its nest or the anti cs of 
people at a party? 

The keen observer wi ll do all of 
the above. He will become alert 
to the whole of his environment. 
H e is interested in just about 
everyth ing and wi ll ask a thou
sand questions. 

Being observan t is a simple 
way to become a well-rounded, 
well-ed ucated and colorful per
son. S ta rt today to sharpen you r 
powers of observation and exper i
en ce a new world of intrigue, 
cha llenge and excitement. Look 
for t he clues! 0 
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By Clyde Kilough 
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I knew He existed, but I couldn't even convincingly explain why I knew. 

th a t 's a bout the 
stranges t qu estion a 

minister has eve r asked me, 
I thoug ht. 

H e re I was, a 19 year o ld 
wh o had g row n up in th e 
C hurch , a nd now when I 
approached a minister about 
a n importa nt, seri ous subject , 
he asked me the simplest of 
ques tions, "Do you be lieve 
God ex ists?" 

"Of course I do!" I answered , 
wondering why he would ask me 

something he kn ew I beli eved . 
" Why do you believe that? " he 

persis ted . 
" W ell ... you know," I ne r

vously repli ed , caught off g uard . 
" You can' t have li fe wit hout a 
Lifegiver, creation means there 
had to be a Creator, matte r hasn' t 
a lways existed and a ll the other 
t hings that prove God exists." 

'"That's right," he said . "But 
what is it deep dow n inside you 
tha t m akes you know - and 
know that you know - t hat you 
have an unshakable conviction 
t hat God exists? What is it that 

gives you a real, personal relation
ship with Him ?" 

After a few minu tes of silent 
consideration, 1 was forced to 
ad mi t something very hum iliat
ing: " I g uess I reall y don't know 
how to ex pl ain that." 

T his was not proceed ing the 
way it was supposed to. I had 
a tte nd ed c hurch a nd s tudi ed 
doctri nes and scri ptures, yet I 
could n't even convincingly ex
plain why I knew God existed . I 
k new H e did, but why did I 
know ? How real was He to me? 

How real is He to you? Can 
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Now it became 
crystal clear, 

because I was 
personally 

examining it, why 
the creation has 

to have a Creator. 

you know God exists? Can you be 
close to God? 

You can know! 

Yes, you can. You don't even 
have to be an ad u I t, be in college 
or be a certain age. But you do 
have to work an d think . 

Educat ion today often wrongly 
puts emphasis on repeating infor
mation back rather than reall y 
learn ing. God wants you to learn 
abou t Him, not merely memor ize 
th ings about Him. 

Ta ke the questi on of God's 
ex is te nce. Youth 8 4 offers a 
booklet entitled Does God Exist? 
that you should get and read. The 
evide nce th at God exi s ts is 
irrefutable. 

But reali ze that you can read 
that booklet , accept what you 
read an d even memorize it - but 
that won't automaticall y make 
you closer to God or make God 
real to you' 

That's what my minister was 
try ing to get across to mc. H e 
knew, and showed me, that I had 
on ly memori zcd the proofs God 
ex ists. 

I had believed it, accepted it, 
had no questions about it , but it 
was much like believing and 
accepting that man has walked on 
th e moon or that there is a 
country named C hina. 

Do you believe astronauts have 
walked on the moon, or th at 
C hina exists? S ure you do. But if 
you were to walk on the moon 
with those astronauts or spend 
two weeks touring China, these 
fac ts would be real to you. Much 
more real than seeing something 
on television or reading about it 
in a book. 

T he same is true with you and 
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God. Yes, there are factua l proofs 
you can read about concerni ng 
God's ex istence, but those proofs 
need to become livi ng real ity to 
you. 

How? By making those proofs 
something you see in life around 
you - through the ex periences 
yo u have - rather than just 
something you read about. 

You might say, "Sure , God 
would be real to me if I was dying 
and He instantly healed me when 
I prayed , but I've never been in 
that si tuat ion." 

There are teens who have had 
prayers dramatically answered , 
and you rs can be, too, bu t do you 
have to wait for some great event 
to come along before establishing 
a deeper und erstanding of G od ? 

A little wild flower 

No, it doesn't take a dramat ic 
event or earthshakin g experience 
to make God real to you. Believe 
it o r not, a tin y, purple wild 
fl ower taught me the reality of 
God's existence. 

A couple of weeks after talking 
with the mini ster 1 took a walk 
o ut into a field to think. I had 
prayed before I went out, asking 
God to help me somehow become 
more g rounded in the knowledge 
of His existence. 

To make a li fet ime commi t
ment withou t that fi rm founda
tion - unshakable and unwaver
ing - would be disastrous. As 
my mi nister had ex pl ained , trials 
will arise in li fe sometimes so 
severe that th ey can tempt us to 
question God: "Do You exist? Do 
You care fo r me? Are You really 
out there?" Having that fo unda
ti on securely laid is essential for 
any C hri stian, age 18 or 11 8. 

S till , the answers had not fully 
jell ed in my mind a nd thi s 
fru strati on was occupy in g my 
thoughts as I walked in th a t 
field . 

Absentmindedly I p icked a 
li tt le wild nower, in tending to 
chew on th e ste m . Instead, I 
began exami ni ng it very closely. 
The more I looked at it, the more 
amazed I was. 

That littl e flower was pretty, 
but more than that, it was highly 
complicated in its constructi on. It 

was so fragile, the tiny veins 
hold ing each littl e transparent 
petal together, yet perfec tl y 
formed, perfectly symmetrical. 
Only a half inch in diam eter, it 
was in t ri ca tel y and flawlessly 
designed . The com plex perfection 
in suc h a s impl e fl ower was 
striking. 

Thoughts slow ly began to form 
and expand . "Hey, look at a ll the 
other life right here as well." I 
began to mentally examine the 
other pl ants, the g rass, th e trees, 
the insects, the animals and th en, 
above a ll , I began to consider the 
human body a nd the hum a n 
brain, that fantast ic computer 
tha t was a llow ing me to thi nk in 
the first place! 

One thought led to another and 
finally to a co nc lu s ion : The 
harmony of t he li fe systems on 
thi s planet cou ld not just have 
accidentally happened. 

Now it became crystal cl ear, 
because I was personally examin
ing it , why the creation has to 
have a Creator. 

In the days that followed, the 
reality of God deepened in m y 
mind . Romans I :20 was suddenly 
so clear: "For since the creation 
of the world His invisible attrib
utes are c lea rl y seen , being 
understood by the things tha t are 
made, even H is eternal power and 
God head." 

It took an in-depth observation 
of a little wi ld flower to trigger a 
whole series of t houghts in my 
mi nd . By looking at the things 
t h at a re made, I b ega n t o 
understand the invisible things of 
God in a way I had not seen them 
before. 

Of cou rse this docs not mean 
everyone should go rushing out 
into the nearest pasture to gaze at 
wild flower s. T hat is what helped 
me, bu t onl y because of a certain 
frame of mind I was in. Different 
things will affect different people 
in different ways at different 
times. 

See the proofs in action 

What you can do, however, is 
become more deeply aware of life 
arou nd yo u and see how the 
proofs of God's existence really 

(Continued on page 29) 
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By Clayton Steep 

A web of greed and corruption waits 
for its next victim. 

OLLYWOOD , 
Ca liforni a - Her 

rea l na me doesn't matter. 
What is im porta nt is that 
Shelly is a rea l person. 

H e re in H o ll yw ood , as in 
o th e r bi g c it ies, the r e a r e 
m a ny g irl s li ke he r . Y o ung. 
Prett y. Na ive. G ulli b le. Fro m 
a ll parts of t he country they 
com e w ith s tars in th e ir eyes. 

Ma ny are ru naways. Others 
ju s t ann o u nce to famil y and 
fri ends th a t t hey a re leavi ng 
home, goi ng ou t to Cali forni a or 
some other desti nati on to make it 
big. 

S hell y was in her late teens 
wh en she packed a couplc of 
suitcases and left behind th e 
small , rural community of 
Centervi ll e. How exciting it Ie 
was to arrive in th e immense 
city of Los A ngeles, espe
cia ll y Hollywood itself! A ll 
those lights. A ll th at act ivi
t y. So m e th ing go in g o n 
around the clock. 

Centervill e was noth ing 
like t his. Why, back there 

~ . 
.~ th ey used to Joke about 
~ rol ling up the sidewalks at 
s sunse L 
2 O h, th ere was nothin g • 
,f reall y wrong with C enter-

ville. It 's j ust th at it was dull. All 
the shows on lelevision and th e 
romance novels made it seem lhat 
way in comparison with th e big 
citi es. 

Going for the big time 

Somehow the idea of livi ng in a 
s ma ll town , near fa mil y a nd 
rriends, pursuing a 
ca ree r loca ll y o r 
working toward get
t ing m arried an d 
h av in g a fa mil y 
became increasingly 
l ess int eres tin g. 
Shell y was going for 
th e big ti me. 

Her parents tri ed 
lo reaso n with her, 
but their plead ings 

, 

fell on deaf ears. T hat's too bad. 
There 's no reason to th ink th at 
Shelly would n' t be a live today if 
s he had s ta yed hom e. What 
happened ? N o one kn ows for 
sure. S he was fo un d s hot to 
death . 

In any case, it seems clear that 
she was drawn to her end by ever 

morc co mpli cated 
ci rcu mstances_ 

H av in g a r rived 
here, S hell y had to 
ge t a start some
where. A fter a ll , she 
needed some money 
now to pay fo r food 
a nd lodg ing. Who 
wan ts to li ve in the 
streets? 

Of co ur se, s he 
co uldn ' t m e r e l y 
wa lk into a majo r 
mov ie studio casting 
offi ce a nd say, 

" Here I am!" There were 
hundreds of g irl s, may be 
even th ousa nds, waiti ng 
breathlessly for t he smallest 
pa rts , hoping th ey wo uld 

Hollywood - she's actua lly 
th e re! Alone a nd on her own, 
she sets out to explore a nd look 
for a job. But only fear a nd 
disi llusionment awai t . 
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Here in Hollywood, 
as in other cities, 

there are many girls 
like her . Young. 

Pretty. Vulnerable. 

lead to stardom. And, while 
Shelly was a beautiful g irl , so 
were many others. 

The newspaper classified ad
vertisements offered little of 
interest ~ except that an adver-
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tisement for a modeling agency 
altracted her attention. Yes, they 
would pay her to model. Even 
thou gh she had no real expert
ence. 

Only to get started 

Of course, she found out that it 
had to be with no clothes on. But 
it was a beginning, wasn't it? It 
would only be to get started. She 
would soon be able to do things 
her own way o nce she w as 
discovered by a talent scout for 
some major studio or got some 
other break. 

Her modeling quickly led to 

roles in pornographic films. She 
was makin g money, but her li fe 
was no longer her Ow n. To an 
increasing extent , S helly became 
manipulated by others in a sleazy 
world. S he was in bad company. 
She got involved in wrong rela
tions hips that included sex ual 
abuse and drugs. There seemed to 
be no way to avoid all that, now 
that s he was in it. She was 
caught. Trapped. 

One d ay Sh e ll y mus t have 
decided she had had enough of 
this qu icksand she had gotten 
into. She wanted out. Whoever 
pulled the trigger on the gu n 
brought it all to a swi ft conclu-. 
S1On . 

Avoid the trap 

Why mention what happened 
to Shelly? 

Because she thought such trag
edies always happen to other 
people, cer tainl y not to her. 
Because modern adverti sing, the 
movies and television had lied to 
her , making her believe s h e 
couldn't be happy in the town 
where she g rew up . Because she 
didn 't put her own feelings aside 
and listen to reason from her 
family. 

Because certain selfis h indi vid
uals in corrupt circles used her, 
pretending to be her fri e nd s. 
Because the promise of money 
and Reeting fame seemed to be so 
important. Because it needs to be 
told th at the glitter and g lamour 
thi s world offers is shallow 
indeed. 

And because maybe, ju s t 
maybe, some young person after 
reading about Shelly, may think 
twice before leav in g home in 
search of greener pastures, even 
though the situation at home may 
not be perfect. 

It coul d be worse. 
There was no c rowd of admir

ers and friends when they put th e 
casket ho lding Shelly on the 

(Continued on page 27) 

The streets of Hollywood glitter with 
bright lights. But behind the m is a 
seamy and sometimes deadly trap for 
the young people wh o e nd up on the 
streets. 

• 
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• Hiroshima . Th e very name o f 
this Japanese city is a reminder 
of the awesome tragedy of 
nuclear war. 

Every A ugust, thousands of 
people assemble at Peace Park In 

Hiroshima. They gather in 
remembrance of a day almost 40 
years ago, at the end of World 
War II, when the course of 
history was changed. 

Shortly after 8 a.m. on Aug. 6, 
1945, a U.S. bomber dropped an 
atomic bomb on Hiroshima. 

The blast fl attened everything 
withi n I Y2 miles (2 kilometers) of 
th e explosion 's center, destroying 
more than two thirds of a ll 
buildings in the c ity. 

T hree d ays afte r the 
bombi ng of Hiroshima, the 
United States dropped an 
atomic bomb on nearby 
Nagasaki. The number of 
people killed by the explo
sions and their immediate 
aftermath has been diffi
cult to determine. Esti
mates ran ge as high as 
200,000. The toll in di sease 
and su ffering was much 
higher. 

Last December, many of 
. g the survivors watched The 
.~ Day After, a fictional television 
" . g movie about a nuclear attack on a 

.~ U.S. city. Many of them said that 
~ their experience was worse than 
~ what the fi lm showed . 
Q 

~ [t took about 10 years after the 
• bombing for Hiroshima to 
~ rebuild. Now the population is 
~ approaching one million, and the 
~ auto manufacturing and 
: shi pbuilding industries are 
; thriving. , 
~ Although Hiroshima now 
~ resembles any other major 
Q 

~ industrial ci ty in the world , the 

• 
Ire 

• , 

memory of what happened there 
makes it, as one writer called it, 
a "city whose tragedy remains a 
blot on humanity's conscience." 

The nuclear weapons now 
possessed by the world 's 
superpowers make the bom bs 
used in 1945 look like 
firecrackers. So frightening is 
that fact that when the people of 
Hiros hima gather a t Peace Park 
each August, they hope there is 
truth to the words inscribed on 
a monument there: " Let all 
souls here rest in peace, ror we 

The atomic blast created a bizarre barren 
world, twi st ing steel building frames in to 
strange. animal· like shapes (above) . 
Hiroshima 's Peace Park (left) stands as a 
testimony of th e fury that wa s unleashed 
on that morning in August, 1945. 

shall not repeat the evil." 
Are they hoping in vain ? Can 

manki nd avoid nuclear sui cide ? 
For the exci ting answer write 
for our free booklet, World 
Peace - H ow It Will Come . 
By Tom Delamater 0 

Cycling 
Shifts Into 
High-Tech 

• Ever since bicycles shed th eir 
huge front wheels and took on 
two of the same size, they have 
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! been pretty reluctant to change 
g themselves. O h, people have tried 
~ to get them to change. They have 
o 
~ added doodads here and 
.~ thingamajigs there. But the bikes 
§ always came out pretty much the 
~ ., same. 
i Not anymore. Some clever 
~ inventors have finally backed 
it the bikes into a corner and 

forced them to start 
changing. 

One of these 
revolutionary innovations is 
an automatic transmission . 
Frenchman Michel Deal invented 
this remarkable device that shifts 
to a lower or hi gher gear ratio as 
a rider c hanges the amount of 
pressure on the pedals. 

As the rider inc reases or 
decreases the pressure, the drive 
gear automaticall y adjusts to 
make pedal ing easy and efficient. 
Though you r bike would still look 
the same with an automatic 
transmission on it , it sure 
wouldn't feel the same. No more 
frantic searching for the right 
gear - halfway up a hill. 

Other innovations have even 
revolutionized the basic bicycle 
design. Recumbent bicycles, for 
example, have the rider lie on his 
back instead of si tting upright. 
Designers of this type of cycle 
say it is safer and has less wind 
resistance. Studies indicate that 
as much as 80 percent of a 
cyclist's effort a t 18 miles (29 
kilom ete rs) an hour is used to 
fight wind resistance. 

One rec umbent tricycle that 
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carries two riders back to back 
has demonstrated its superior 
aerodynamics by achieving short 
bursts of amazing speed -
more than 60 miles (96 
kilometers) an hour! 

Another fou r- wheel , 
four-passenger recumbent 
cycle developed at the 

U nivers ity of C incinnati , 

M eet Pegasus, one of a new 
breed of vehic les tha t is 

changing the shape of 
cycling . 

.. 

Ohio, employs 
a sleek fiberglass shell that 
surrounds its riders for 
protection from the weat her. It 
also comes equipped with head 
and taillights, hydraul ic brakes 
and ventilation. 

Prices are rather high now. 
But, should they catch on , prices 
would probably drop. 

And as long as there is an 
interest in human-powered 
transportation, you can be sure 
that inventors will continue to 
find ways to improve the 
bicycle. - By Dan Taylor 0 

you a job? 
In a report on the subject', a 

panel of educators and business 
executives says that employers 
look for th e basics more than 
specific technical ski ll s. 

What skills are most employers 
looking for? According to the 
report, employers wan t basic 
ski lls like a good command of 
language, both written and 
spoken , the ab ility to reason and 
solve problems, to understand 
wri tten materials, to understand 
basic princ iples of mathematics, 
science, technology and how 
society functions and to have 
good personal work habits. 

Without these basic skills , most 
employers feel, any other special 

skills an employee has will 
be wasted. For example, 
an architect must be 

able to communicate 
with the people who wi ll 

be using the building he is 
designing for them . If he doesn't 

fully understand what they 
want the building to be like, 
it may fall far short of their 

needs. 
The panel also feels there is too 

much emphasis being put on 
computer literacy. It stressed that 
sacrificing basic skills for 
computer skills is "a lousy 
trade-off." Panel chairman 
Ri chard Heckert , chief operating 
officer of the Du Pont Compan y, 
says workplace computers will 
eventually become so simple th at 
anyone with a basic 
understanding of computers will 
be able to run one. 

He compares computers to 
cars, saying that the automobile 
revolution "didn ' t produce a 

country full of 
sophi sticated auto 
mechan ics. It 
produced a country 
full of people who can 
stick a key in a slot. " 
Likewise, he feels 

What Employers 
Want 

• What are employers looking 
for in the peopl e they hire these 
days? Are there skill s you can be 
learning that will help guarantee 

that the computer 
revolution doesn't need to turn all 
o f us into prog ramers. 

T he panel said that the ability 
to learn quickl y is one o f the 



, 

skills most sought after by 
employers. If workers can learn 
quickly, they will be able to adapt 
to new job situations and "master 
new skills as needed throughout 
their 40- to 50-year working 
lives." If they are well-grounded 
in the basics, they will learn quite 
easily how to handle new 
technologies as they come along. 

According to panel member 
Rita Walters, a member of the 

Los Angeles, California, school 
board , "The ability to learn is the 
hallmark of the successful 
em ployce. " 

The report did not criticize 
high school vocational or 
technical courses, but said that 
they cannot take the place of a 
solid background in the basics. 
By Lowell Wagner Jr . 0 

" 'High SchOQ I~ ,n Ihe C hanging W o rkp lace ," Nahanal 
Academy ot Science s. W a,;hll,glon. O.C 

percent planned to JOIR the 
military. 

Careers, Computer-related 
careers are indisputably the 
most highly desired occupations 
- 16.7 percent want to break 
into that field. The business 
world appeals to 7.3 percent, 
while 6.6 percent hope to 
become doctors. Teaching (5.6), 
law (4.6), engineering (4.2) , 
accounting (3.8) and 
profess ional sports (3.8) also 
have their fans. 

What Are Teens conce rn and 
kindness (18.2) and 
good attitude and 
friendliness (15 .7). 

World problems. For 37 
percent, the threat of nuclear 
disaster was the world 's N o.1 
problem. Threat of World War 
III concerns 21.3 percent , 
pove rty 15 . 1 percent. 
Overpopulation (10.5 ) and 
environmental problems (6 .5), 
the No. I and No.2 concerns 
10 years ago, dropped to fourth 
and fifth place this year. 

• 

• Do you think the grading 
sys tem in your school is fair ? Do 
you listen to your radio about 
three hours each day? And if 
some money suddenly appeared in 
your life, would you jus t as soon 
save it as spend it ? 

Yes, yes and yes - at least 
according to a new survey of 
1,500 teenagers. The survey, 
" The Mood of Ameri can Youth ," 
was compiled by the National 
Associa tion of Seconda ry 
School Principals. It 
concentrates on school , but 
also takes a look at a wide 
range of subjects. Here are 
some of the highlights . 

School. More than 70 
percent* o f th e s tude nts 
said one of the things 
they enjoy most about 
school is their friend s. 
Other things they say they 
enjoy are sports (31. 2 
percent) , learning (17.1) , 
social activities (16) , 
teachers (15.1) and classes 
(l0.2) . 

Teachers. Nearly one third 
of the students say the ability 
to explain things clearly is one 
of the most important 
qualities of a good tcacher. 
Other qualities mentioned are 

• 

1 
• 

Hobbies. The 
hobby enjoyed by 
most of the 
students (64.9 

percent) is sports and fitness . 
Other favorite hobbies are 
reading (49.1), video games 
(47.1) , music (43.8), cooking 
(39.9), collecting things (39.8 ), 
art (32 .9) , computers (27.3) and 
dancing (23.4) . 

After graduation. More than 
half plan to go on to a four-year 
college. About 36 percent will 
get full-time jobs, 14.8 percent 
will go to junior college and 

14.8 percent will attend 
vocational or training school. 
Marriage was marked by 
13 .3 percent, whil e I 1.1 

• 

Life goal. To the question, 
"What is the one thing that you 
want out of life?" 27.6 percent 
mentioned career success. 
Happiness in general comes in 
second with 25.7 percent, 
followed by marriage and family 
(20.8), general success (9 .8) , 
financial success (7) and a long, 
enjoyable life (4.2) . - By 
Robert C. Taylor 0 

· Some sets 01 percentages Wi ll exceed 100 percent 

smce students were allowed on certam queshons to 
make more th;1n one cho.,;e. Where the total 01 the 
percenlages .s belOW 100. not all responses are listed 

Researchers asked 1,500 young peo ple what they thought 
abo ut e verything from hobbies to w o rld problem s . (Photos 
by Nathan Faulkner, far left . and Youth 84) 
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Getting to nowt e 

in Your Fami y 
Dealing with a parent isn't 

always easy. But what if you now have a stepparent? 

By Bob Regazzoli 

our hea rt is pounding. 
You wait somewhat 

nervously as your mother 
walks up the driveway with 
someone you still consider a 
st ranger , a lthough you've 
seen him many times. 

The d oo r o pe ns and there 
yo u st a nd , face to face with 
th e one who is now goin g to be 

o 

;; a reg ular m e mbe r of your 
• 
~ household. 
~ Who is he? He's your stepfa-
• h '" t er. 
~ Because of the death or divorce 
o 
&. of a natural parent , your mother 
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or father has remarried , and you 
now fa ce the un ce rtaint y of 
getting to know a stranger in your 
home. What is you r life going to 
be like now? Many young people 
today face this question. 

This new parent isn't entirely a 
stranger to you . You poss ib ly 
were able to get acquainted while 
your parent was dating your new 
stepparent. However, you proba
bly didn't have a g reat deal o f 
t ime to really get to know him or 
her. 

How do you get a long with a 
stepparent? In children 's stories, 
stepparents aren 't generally re
garded very hig hl y. Sometimes 

t hey are descri bed as 
being really nas t y 
and mean. Are all 
ste pparents this 
way? 

Ce rt a i n ly n o t. 
Some of a ll r readers 
know they arc not, 
and do enjoy a good 
rel at ionship. Others, 
however, may find 
di fficu lti es at times 
wi th a s tep pare nt. 
Most children and 
tee ns arc gomg to 
have difficulties oc
cas iona ll y with their 
natural parents! So 
it s ho uldn't be a 
s urpri s e that this 
new r e la ti onsh i p 
lllay prov ide a chal
lenge. 

In many Western 
nat ions it is becom-

ing increasingly common to have 
a stepparent. For instance, in the 
Uni ted States, there are an 
estimated 40 million s tepparents. 
That's a lot of families! 

The conditions before your 
paren t's remarri age were no 
doubt traumatic . The family unit 
you once had was shattered, and 
as a young person, you found 
yourself more dependent on your 
si ng le parent. You needed the 
warmth, security, attention and 
love of this parent. 

But as your parent begins to 
date and show an interest in 
another person, you may feel 
threatened, even rejected. This 
other person may not be quite 
w hat you had in m ind as an 
addition to your fa mil y. 

But what can you do to enjoy a 
better relationship with your 
stepparent? Here arc some tips. 

Become better acquainted. 
After a ll , the s tepparent is a 
stranger coming into the famil y, 
and it will take time and coopera
tion for everyone to get to know 
each other better. 

What is it abou t this person 
tha t caused you r paren t to love 
h im or her? You are going to be 
spending a lot of time together in 
the future, so get to know each 
other. You can rcall y grow to love 
this person. 

Accept your s tepparent. This 
person is going to be a major 
influence in your life, and even 
th oug h you are not a direct 
physical descend ant, you are now 
a part of the same fami ly. 

Fami ly togetherness is vital for 
our happiness and sec uri ty. Your 
stepparent can be a sympathetic, 
understanding parent and coun
selor. Be coming b e tter ac
quainted is necessary for this 
acceptance. We often fear and 
reject the unknow n, so com ing to 
know a perso n well increases our 
acceptance. 

Rather than making life d iffi
cu lt fo r eac h ot he r through 
rejection or hesitancy, do what 
you can to develop a close and 
lov in g compan ionship with both 
of your parents. 

A void making comparisons. No 
two peoplc arC ali ke, and in a 

(Continued on page 29) 
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orever 
By Bernard W. Schnippert 

was saddened. Stunned. Shocked. 
Bewildered. Dismayed. 

A nd I had good reason to be. My 
parents had just told me that one o f m y bes t 
friends was dying of leuke mia. And he was 
going to die soon . Very, very soon. 

But my grief was especially sharp because of 
an incident that had happened the prev ious day 
between this friend, Marty, and me. It was when 
I told my parents about it that they decided to 
finally tell me all the bad news about Marty's 
illness . 

You see, I had realized that Marty was sick. It 
was no secret in the neighborhood . Besides, you 
just can ' t have a good friend ill and not know 
about it. 

Yes, I knew he was sick. I Just didn ' t know 
that he was thal sick. 

Why didn't I realize? 

It seems strange now, looking back, that I 
didn 't realize how sick Marty was. But for some 
reason, when you are 14, life seems like it is 
forever. So do friendsh ips. It just didn't dawn on 
me that Marty wouldn't always be there, no 
matter what was wrong with him. 

I was so naive that when someone asked if 
Marty had leukemia, I laughed it 01T as absurd. 

Yes, [realized that Marty was sick, but since [ 
didn't dream he was that sick, I did little to 
change the way I treated him. 

Now, don' t get me wrong . [ didn't treat him 
poorly all the time. No. I liked him. So I treated 
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The IneInories you will want to 
have of your friends are the good tiInes, 

the fun and the sharing and caring. 

him the way I treated all my fri ends, the way 
most people treat their friends - sometimes 
well, sometimes poorly, usually just OK. 

But thi s day, the day my parents told me he 
was near death , I wasn't thinking of the times T 
treated him well , or even just OK, but the times I 
treated him badl y. Like the day before. 

Our last argument 

I don't remember now exactly what caused our 
argument that day, But T do remember where it 
happened. It was at a lake where we had been 
fi shing and camping. (Marty had good spurts 
even up to the last when he felt bette r, and 
during these times his parents would let him be 
fairl y active.) 

I also remember that we took to shoving each 
other a bit, and talking tough. And I remember 
that it had almost become a full-blown wrestling 
matc h. 

A lm ost , but not quite . Although I didn't 
realize how sick he was, 1 did know that Marty 
didn ' t have his normal strength, and I felt just a 
little guilty about getting into a shoving match 
with so meone who wasn't well. So, somehow, I 
don 't remember how, we managed to stop short 
of actual blows. 

I suppose it was g uilt th at caused me to 
me nti o n to m y parents, as I sat watching 
television the next ni ght, tha t I had a lmost come 
to bl ows with Marty. 

My paren ts' response surprised me. They grew 
strangely qui et. Then they cautioned me in sober 
whispers th at Marty was very sick and to be 
careful how I treated him . And then, after some 
hu shed counsel between themselves, they decided 
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to tell me everything about how sick he was. 
I was stunned . Although I was sitting in front 

of the te levision , I no longer saw it. My thoughts 
drifted to the day before. 

Now , more th a n eve r , I regretted th e 
argument. I regretted every arg ument. every 
cross word , every time I was selfish, every time I 
teased or taunted him or talked about him behind 
hi s back . 

For I had treated his friendship lightly. I had 
takcn his friendship for grantcd. I had assumed. 
that friendship was forever. 

I was wrong. Marty died within weeks. 

Treasuring friendships 

Now, as an adult, I look back at all the 
fri endships that I had and reali ze that hardl y any 
have been fo rever. No, over the years most 
friends have come and gone. 

J am not alone in this. In spite of our best 
efforts, our friends wind up in other classes, other 
schools, other states . Friendships are broken by 
time, by moves, by changes in interests and by 
death . They are broken for a thousand different 
reasons, in a th ousand different ways, but they 
arc broken time and time again . 

Does this dec rease their value ? No, it means 
we need to treasu re OUf friendships even more for 
the time th at we have them. Treat your friends , 
not poorly, not merel y OK, but the best you can 
every time you are with them . Let them know 
that you val ue th eir fri endship. 

For, while friendships are not fore ver, 
memori es are. And the memori es you will want 
to have of your friends are the good times, the 
fun and the sharing and caring. 

It's funn y, but of the hundreds of hours I spent 
with Marty, I remember most vividly o ur fin a l 
a rg ument. A nd , althou g h I remember with 
sadness the pu shing and shoving, T re me mbe r 
with satisfaction the one thing I did not do - I 
didn ' t h it him . A nd he didn't hit me. 

T suppose the reason was that, deep down 
ins ide both of us, even deeper than our te mporary 
mi sunderstanding , was the reali zation that we 
shouldn 't be mean to each othe r, for we were 
fri ends. 

At least for a while. D 

Friendships seem like they'll go on forever. 
But what about when they don 't? 
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To Charlie, all your life would be worth 
is the price of a bullet. 

By Michael Morrison 

will never forget Char
lie. Neither would you. 

He looked like a modern
day pirate, and he was. 

A row of neatly arranged 
bullets sat on Charlie's desk. 
He was an 3Innlunition expert, 
and his livelihood - his life 
- depended on knowing bul
lets. 

He knew how much they 
weighed, what they were made of 
and which guns they were for. 
And he knew how to use them. 

Charlie was a soldier-for-hire, 
and he would fight for whoever 
paid him. He fought, not for love 
of country, but rather for the love 
of fighting. The power of life and 
death was in his hands. 

A paid killer 

When opportunity came, Char
lie responded. In Vietn am , he 
operated behind enemy lines on 
miss ions so secret that he killed 
anyone who saw him - whether 
military or civilian. 

Later he went to the Nigerian 
civil war, where he killed even 
more people . on both sides. 
Ignorance was a fatal mistake if 
you were ncar Charlie. He had no 
loyalty except to himself. 

In Nigeria, Charlie fought on 
the losing side, bUl he didn 't carc. 
He just fought for the thrill of it. 
Even before the war was over, he 
had already gone to fight in 

another war. 
Charlie went where the action 

was. The last I knew , he was 
thinking about fighting against 
the Russians in Afghanistan. 

When you talked to him, 
Charlie seemed to be a nice guy, 
but I wasn't able to forget that he 
was a paid killer. He seemed to 
value human life about 10 cents 
- the price of a bullet. 

What's it really worth? 

How much is a human life 
really worth? Most of us value it 
much more than the price of a 
bullet. We would give all we own, 
and more, to save our lives. But 
we don't know why. 

Why is life valuable'? What is 
life for? Most people don ' t spend 
a lot of time thinking about it -
they just try to add some fun and 
excitement to their otherwise dull 
lives without thinking about 
where they are heading. They 
have no goal and they see no 
meaning to their lives. 

But there is a reason for human 
existence - a purpose for your 
life that science has not discov
ered , education does not teach, 
religion has not revealed . Your 
purpose is incredibly more than 
most people imagine. Your life is 
worth much more than any 
human could pay. 

The Creator God designed that 
awesome purpose. I n the Bible 
He reveals that we have the 

potential of becoming literal sons ~ 
and daughters of God (11 Corin- ~ 
thians 6: 18), with the incredible , , 
power and abilities that He has. ~ 
God 's plan is to reproduce Him- S 

o 
self in us if we will learn to live 2 
the happy and giving way He Q 

Himself lives. 
You need to know more about 

the purpose of your life. Perhaps 
you would give everything to save 
your life. How much would you 
give to find out what to do with 
your life after you had saved it? 

Is the price of a postage stamp 
too much? Why not mail us a 
letter and as k for our free 
booklets, Why Were You Born? 
and Your Awesome Future? 
They give much more detail 
about the wonderful things God 
has in store for humanity and for 
you. Just for the price of a 
postage stamp. 

And in the United States and 
Canada, it is even easier. Just 
telephone us toll-free and ask for 
these free booklets. See inside the 
front cover for the addresses and 
phone numbers. 0 
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By Robert C. Taylor 

I see a bridge before me 
II crosses every sea 
A golden bridge Ihal guides me 
To a world that's good and free 

a 

We can walk together in peace and harmony 

~ From "You're My Brother" 

it like to board a plane bound 
a place nearly half the world 

away? A place where language and 
customs are strange, a place far away from 
home? 

For 27 dancers and musicians from China, 
ages 7 to 16, this May was the time to find out. 
That was when the Little Ambassadors of 
Shanghai crossed the Pacific Ocean for a 
three-week musical tour, becoming the first 
children's group from China to tour the U nited 
States. 

They were greeted in their first stop, California, 
by unfamiliar scenery, strange faces, funny-looking 
food and peculiar customs. But all this didn't keep 
the Shanghai young people from making many 
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friends among the Americans they met. 
As part of their first performance, the Chinese 

musicians were joined by a group of students, ages 6 
to 13, from Imperial Schools in Pasadena, California. 
While practicing the two songs they would sing 
together and while touring Imperial Schools, the 
young people from opposite ends of the earth quickl y 
were smiling, laughing and exchanging souvenirs . 

"They taught us a few Chinese words and we 
taught each other games," said Stephen McNeil, an 
Imperial student, explaining how they broke the ice 
to get to know each other in spite of language 
barriers. 

"When we first met I felt uneasy. Then I met one 
of the older girls [Yu Hong) and became really close 
to her," added 13-year-old Jennifer Scott. 

Music and dance 

The concerts included music performed on 
C hinese instruments with names like er hu. Jiu qin, 
pi pa and the zheng. Whether on these instruments 
or on the piano or violin, the young Chinese 
musicians impressed the audience with their talcnt 
and evidence of hundreds of hours of practice. 

The dancers were al so crowd pieasers, with 
graceful movements and colorful costumes adding 
excitement to the program. 

As a finale for the Pasadena performances, the 
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American students joined all the Chinese mUSICians 

and dancers on stage to sing two special songs 
"ded icated to the go ld e n bridge of friendship 
between China and America." 

T he songs, sung in both Eng li sh and C hinese, 
were composed by Canadi an Warren Dyck and are 
call ed "Children Were Made for Love" and "You' re 
My Brother." 

To the thunderous applause of the audience, the 
Chinese and American st udents joined hands and 
raised them high. 

The frien dship and th e performance were so 
inspiring that Youlh 8 4 Editor-in-Chief Herbert W. 
Armstrong a rranged for th e I mper ia l Schools 
students to j oin the Little Ambassadors of Shanghai 
in their perform ances in San Francisco, Cal ifornia, 
and Washington, D .C ., as we ll. The Little 
Ambassadors' to ur of the U ni ted States was 
sponsored by Mr. Armstrong th rough the Ambassa
dor Foundation he heads. 

International friendship 

Ma Jun-yi, a 12-year-old violinist, expressed the 
sentiments of the Little Ambassadors as he spoke 
through a translator: 

" Before I came to the U nited States I fe lt a bit 
nervous because this was my first trip abroad, and 1 
did not know much about this country. And also I 

M a Jun-yi. age 12 , 
displays his skill on 
the violin (far left) . 
Dancers perform 
"Bea utiful Littl e 
Peacocks" (center 
left) . Instruments from 
China (upper right) . 
The talented young 
people from Shanghai 
quickly won the hearts 
of American 
audie nces a nd the 
young people who 
performed with them. 
A sad fa rewell after 
the ir last performance 
together (top center 
right). 

(Photos: dancers, 
ce nt er le ft, photo 
courte sy the Chinese 
government; top 
ce nte r right, Hal 
Finch; a ll others, 
Warren Watson) 

missed my parents. " He went on to say tha t all of the 
"aunts, uncles, brothers and sisters" - the friends 
he met in America - made him feel comfortable 
and welcome. 

The visit helped develop mutual friendship and 
understanding. Billy Schuetz, 12, had high prai se for 
his newfound fri ends . "The Chinese are nicc. They 
like to play games - they aren' t serio us all the time. 
They're just like any other kids!" 

After their last performance togeth er in W ashing
ton , D.C., came a moving good-bye. When these 
friends who had met only a few weeks before 
realized they would probably not see each other 
again, there were few dry eyes. Their friendships had 
crossed the cultural and language barriers. 

True friendships among nations are rare these 
days . But we can all look fo rward to a t ime when 
there will be golden bridges of friendship between all 
countries . When th at happens, the children of a ll 
nations wi ll be able to sing together and become 
friends. 

You can read more about this comi ng world of 
peace, happiness and friend-
ship in our free book, The 
Wonderful World To
morrow - Whal II Will 
Be Like. 

Just write or call our 
office nearest you for 
your free copy. The 
addresses a nd phone 
numbers a re li sted on 
the in side fronl cov
cr . 0 

-



Come with us as we visit 
several widely different parts 

of the South American 
country of Guyana and meet 

Sunita, Denise and 
Stephanie! 

By Paul Krautmann 

I magine living on the 
banks of a river in an 
area where there are no 

roads. To go shopping, 
attend school or visit your 
neighbors, you have only 
one means of transportation 
- a small wooden boat. 

At 15, Sunita Persaud has 
many years' experience at 
leaving home around 8 a .m. in 
the family'S six-seat boat. 
With her brother and sister, 
she paddles for half an hour to 
school in the village of Charity 
on the Pomeroon River, Guy
ana. 

The children living along the 
Pomeroon and many other rivers 
in Guyana become expert swim
mers and boat handlers by age 6. 
The river is their home. 

Otherwise, they are much like 
young people anywhere in the 
world. Sunita, for instance, enjoys 
games and sports such as roun
ders, long and high jump and 
running. Subjects at school 
include mathematics, English, 
science and social studies. 

Meals consist mostly of rice, 
eddoe, yam, sweet potato, plan
tain and greens, with chicken or 
beef whenever available. Sunita's 
favorite dish is rice and curried 
chicken. 

~ When at home she helps with 
~ the housework and also with the 
~ family's 10-acre farm. Naturally, 
~ when tired of weeding, she and 
~ her brother and sister are quick to 
~ pick some of the many kinds of 
~ fruit growing on the farm: man
~ go, banana, golden apple, goose
~ berry and cherry to name just a 
~ few. 
.s As they live in an isolated area, 
~ Sunita and her family, like many 
it others living in the hinterland 
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What's It Like to Be a 
GUYANA? 

areas of Guyana, look forward to 
visiting Georgetown, the capital 
and major city of Guyana. 

City below sea level 

Denise, 14, lives in George
town, a city of about 170,000. It 
is a picturesque city with many 

wide streets lined with flowering 
trees. As it is below sea level, the 
city has a complex system of 
drainage canals that run alongside 
the streets. Many small children 
like to fish in the canals and even 
swim in them. 

There are no television stations 



Teen in 
in Guyana so Denise has plenty of 
time to "gaff" (talk) with her 
family and friends. Cinemas may 
be found in abundance, but 
Denise finds only a few films are 
worth watching. However, she 
enjoys the movies from India as 
they usually include much sing
ing and dancing. 

Now and then Denise gets the 
chance to visit other young people 
who live in the mining town of 
Linden about 65 miles (lOS 
kilometers) inland from George
town. Here bauxite, one of 
Guyana's chief exports, is mined 

The Potaro River (far left) twists its 
way through Guyana's vast interior. At 
one spot (above left), it takes a 
majestic 741·foot (226 meter) leap 
over Kaieteur Falls . Den ise (below left) 
lives in the country's busy capital, 
Georgetown. In the open country of the 
Rupununi savannah (below right), many 
of the area's original inhabitants, the 
Amerindians , live in traditional homes. 

on a large scale. Dust from the 
mining operations often blankets 
the town, so it is hard to keep 
anything clean. 

Denise also travels to the 
Corentyne area near the border 
with Surinam. This is a major 
rice-growing region. It also pro
duces much of the vegetables for 
the city dwellers in Georgetown. 
To reach the Corentyne, Denise 
must travel by car or bus, 
crossing three rivers by bridges, 
and one, the Berbice River, by 
ferry. 

Guyana has many rivers and 
smaller creeks. The very name 
Guyana means "land of waters." 
It is also a land of peoples from 
areas around the world - from 
India, Africa, China and Portu
gal. The natives of the area are 
called Amerindians (American 
Indians) . 

The vast interior 

The Amerindians live mostly 
in the vast interior area of the 
country, in the dense tropical 
forest or in the cattle-raising 
area of the Rupununi savan
nahs near the border with 
Brazil. These people belong 
to a number of tribes each 
speaking its own language, 
although many also speak 
English. 

If Sunita and Denise 
wished to visit Stephanie, an 
Amerindian teenager who 
lives in the Rupununi area, 
they would have to fly by 
light aircraft more than 200 
miles across the forest-cov
ered mountains of the interior. 
Such trips are expensive but 
exciting. On the way, they would 
stop at Kaieteur Falls, five times 
higher than Niagara Falls, in the 
midst of unspoiled, forested val
leys and mountains. 

Stephanie, 12, lives at Parama
katoi, high up in the Pakaraima 
Mountains. She speaks English as 
well as her native Patamona 
language. Called the "Gentle 
People," the Patamonas lead a 
quiet existence growing giant 
yams and other produce on their 
hillside farms and making handi
crafts or searching for gold. 

There are no cars or buses in 
their area. Actually, there are no 
roads, but winding tracks along 
which the people walk often for 
days at a time carrying their loads 
on their backs. 

Before and after school, Steph
anie helps her mother prepare 
meals for the family, washes 
clothes in a nearby creek and 
fetches water to the home. 

Every two weeks an aircraft 
lands at the village bringing mail 
and news from the outside world. 
For Stephanie and the other 
children, it is a special day. They 
all gather to welcome the plane. 

Although she has not been to 
Georgetown, Stephanie hopes to 
be able to go there and see all the 
things we take so much for 
granted - cinemas, cars, buses, 
trucks, shops, telephones, modern 
buildings and all kinds of people. 
She also looks forward to meeting 
other young people such as 
Sunita and Denise. 

Guyana is a land of contrasts, 

of many waters , and many 
peoples separated by geographical 
barriers, but for Sunita, Denise 
and Stephanie it truly is , as the 
nation's motto states, "One 
people, one nation, one desti
ny. " 0 
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Here are some tips on how to look your best for less. 

t's time for new clothes. 
School is sta rting up 

for many in the 
N orthern Hemisphere, a nd 
besides, many of the things 
you wore last year are too 
sma ll or they've worn out. 

But may be you don ' t have a 
large clothing budget. With 
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prices go i ng up a nd m o ney 
hard to come by, yo u need a 
way to improve yo ur wardrobe 
without losing your shirt. 

Dressing well is a skill and a 
challenge. And doing it on a 
limited budget is an added 
challenge. But there are tips that 
can help you make the most of 
your money. 

Before you enter the war zone 
(the sto res), you need to go 
through a little basic training. 
Otherwise someone is likely to 
make a killing off you. 

Before you go shopping 

So where do you start ? Your 
closet! No, don't hide in there. 
You explore your current sup
plies - the clothes that you can 
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s till wear. Some of them may 
need to be mended or to have 
spots removed . But this will be 
less expensive than trying to start 
compl etelyover . 

By add ing new clothes that you 
can mix and match w ith the ones 
you already have, you can seem to 
have a larger ward robe than you 
really have. 

You need to make a master 
plan . Look at your activities for 
the year and see what you ' ll be 
needing. For example, you may 
need clothes for school, exercise, 
church , dances, work and around 
the house. 

Then get specific and write 
down the items you don ' t have 
that you really need. You may not 
be able to get them a ll a t once, so 
you'll probably have to narrow 
th is list down to what you really, 
really need. 

One tip IS to build a basic 
wardrobe of colors and styles that 
go together and that are always in 
sty le. Then you probably won' t 
have as much prob lem next year 
because you' ll be able to mix and 
match. 

What you don't know . .. 

If you don 't know what colors 
and styles look best on you, try to 
find out before you go s hopping. 
Don't let a salesperson pressure 
you into something you ' ll find 
you don ' t need , want or like. 

Anot her tip is to know some
thing about fabrics. Everyday 
clothing should be of a stronger 
fabric than clothing fo r formal 
occasions. Be aware of what kind 
of care different fabrics require: 
Docs the label say it needs to be 
hand washed or dry-cleaned, and 
are you w ill ing and able to 
provide that care? 

It's also good to know how to 
check the quality of a garment. 
What good is it to buy clothes 
that will fall apart after a few 
washings? A few quality items 
are a better investment than a lot 
of cheap, shoddily made clothes 
that look good only the first few 
times they are worn. 

Look at clothes you've bought 
that have worn out fast and try to 
sec why. Were the seams intact, 
the buttonholes sew n firmly to 

prevent fray ing, the buttons sewn 
on well, the edges finis hed neat
ly? Things like linings, extra 
buttons, straight hems and 100 
percent natural fabrics arc often 
signs of a quality garment. If you 
know what to look for, you won't 
be fooled . 

C hecking catalogs and adver
tisements in advance can give you 
a general idea of what you will 
have to pay. But if you check 
around, you will probably find a 
wide variety of prices - a ll the 
more reason to look around for 
the lowest one. Be sure to be on 
the lookout for seasonal clearance 
sales. 

How can you find the right 
places to shop? Some places to 
find exceptional buys are factory 
ou ti ets, bargain basemen ts of 
major department stores and the 
sale racks of those expensive 
shops you were a lways afraid to 
go into because you knew you 
cou ldn ' t afford to buy anythi ng. 

Don't write off preowned 
clothing, whether hand-me 
downs or from secondhand stores. 
Often quality items are grown out 
of before they wear out, and with 
tight budgets this is a necessity 
for many of us. 

Buyer beware 

After doing all this research, 
you'l l be ready to face the 
marketplace with all its hidden 
dangers. 

You'll know what you want 
and won't be intimidated by 
pushy salespeople who want to 
sell you so mething they have 
(even if you don't need it). You 
won't be foo led by shoddy work
mansh ip and flash y fads t hat will 
soon be out of style. You won't 
buy on impu lse and end up with 
six belts and no money to buy 
pants (trousers). 

When you go shopping, dress 
in clothes that are easy to change 
because you will want to tryon 
everything before deciding which 
items to buy. Even when marked 
sizes are the same, the real size 
can vary greatly. 

When tryi ng something on, 
check to make sure it fastens and 
unfastens easily, that the waist
line is at the best location for you, 

With prices going 
up ... you need a 

• way to Illlprove your 
wardrobe without 
losing your shirt. 

that the fabric will not st rain 
when you sit or walk and that 
there is enough material hem med 
up to allow you to lengthen the 
garment if you grow an inch or 
two during the year. 

Even if you find what you want 
at the first store, don't buy it yet. 
Keep looki ng and you're a lmost 
sure to find the same thing or 
something even better at a better 
price. 

Even if you don't, you'll know 
that you found the best deal 
because you will have checked. 

DeciSions, decisions 

Before you buy something , 
why not ask yourself these q ues
ti ons? 

• W here can I wear this and for 
how many seasons of the year? 

• What do I already have or 
plan to buy that wi ll coordi nate 
with it? 

• Do the color and style look 
good on me (not the model in the 
advertisement) ? 

• Does it fit just right? 
• Does it have flaws or is it of 

quality workmanship? 
• Is the salesperson pressuring 

me into thi s decision? (If so, why 
not leave a nd think about it 
before you decide?) 

• Is th is a fad item I will fee l 
foolish weanng in a couple of 
months? (Remem ber, often even 
the wealthy can't keep up with 
the fas hion designers.) 

• Does this really fit into my 
budget and needs or am I just 
buying it to impress others? 

• Docs it require special care? 
• Considering the other things 

I need to buy, can I afford this? 
Happy shopping! 0 

This arlicle was compiled 
from reports by Kerri Miles. 
Linda Moll Smith, Edie Weaner 
and Jeff Zhorne. 
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Fireworks 
on Wings 
From a distance, the tree seems 
to be on fire. But as you get 
closer, you see that it's not 
burning so much as flashing. 
It's full of thousands of fireflies' 

I n some parts of 
Asia, male fireflies 
cluster on certain 
trees and flash to
gether to attract 
f e males searching 
for a mate. Thc 
trees' glow can be 
see n up to half a 
mile away. 

The firefly fasci
nates people wher
ever it lives, which is 
quite a few places. 
Where there is 
warmth and mois
t u re, you'll probabl y 
find fireflies. (There 
are a few exceptions, 
like the West Coast 
of the United 
States.) 

The Japanese have 
firefly festivals each 
summer. The highlight of these 
fest ivals comes when thousands of 
fireflie s are released at the same 
time, filling the night sky with 
gemlike sparks. 

For centuries, men have used 
fireflies to help light their 
homes. In the Orient, fireflies 
were often put in lamps and used 
to read by. The story is told of 
C h'e Yin, a Chinese scholar who 
lived in the A.D. 300s, who had 
to rely on their light to get 
through school. He was 100 poor 
to buy lamp oil when he was a 
student, but fireflies were free! 

Unlike light bulbs, the glow 
from fireflies (also called 
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PLUS 
lightning bugs) is produced with 
virtually no heat. Thi s is because 
thc firefly's light-producing 
system is nearly 100 percent 
efficient - nearly all the energy 
used is turned into light , with 
little wasted as heat. 

The light is sparked when the 
chemicals luciferin and 

luciferase, found in the fire fly's 
body, are mixed with an 
energy-supplying substance 
called A TP (adenosine 
triphosphate). 

Nerves carry the light-up 
message to cells in the firefly's 
tail. When the message arrives, 
the cells release a tiny amount 
of A TP into the surrounding 
cells that contain luciferin and 
luciferase. The three chemicals 
react with each other, releasing 
a bright flash of light. 

The light is used by the males 
to identify themselves to females 
of their particular firefly species. 
When the female sees a flash 

from a male of her species, she 
returns it with a special flash 
that the male recognizes. 

He is now smitten, and flies 
in for a closer look. All the 
time, the two are sending coded 
flashes back and forth. By the 
time they meet, they know each 
other rather well and want to 

spend the rest of 
their lives together. 

Well, maybe you 
think that doesn't 
sound too romantic, 
but you'll have 10 
admit it's more 
efficient than 

dating! - By 
Peter Ditzel and 

Lowell Wagner 
Jr. 0 

A Tale of 
Two Ball 
Games 

It's got a bat and a ball, innings 
and runs, fielders and umpires, 
hits and outs. It's baseball, right? 
Well, maybe. It's also cricket. 

The two popular summertime 
games are first cousins and their 
similarity comes from a common 
ancestry that goes back centuries. 

Cricket probably had its 
origins nearly 1,000 years ago 
among children of southeastern 
England. In their game, played 
much as it is today, one child 
would throw a ball at some sticks 
placed upright in the ground, 
tryi ng to knock them over. 
Another one, using a thick piece 
of wood, would try to hit the ball 

, 
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away, keeping it from tumbling 
the sticks. 

Adults didn't play the game 
much until the 1600s. Once they 
became interested in the game, 
cricket began to take on its 
modern form. By the end of the 
1600s, cricket became so popular 
that crowds gathered when 
matches were played . 

It was in the 1700s that 
cricket, after it had permane ntly 
established its place in England, 
began to move around the world. 
As the British Empire expanded, 
cricket went with it. 

One of cricket's new homes 
was the United States. Even as 
late as the mid- 1800s, it looked 
like cricket would become 
A merica's national game. 

But a new game swept into 
the limelight, leaving cricket 
behind. 

By the early 1900s, when 
baseball was firmly established 
people wondered just where it 
came from. A legend grew that 
in the 1830s, a young man 
named Abner Doubleday went 
out one day and invented it. 

This appealed to many 
Americans because it supposedly 
showed that the game was 
completely American. So the 
legend flourished. But re
search showed that Abner 
Doubleday had about as 
much to do with inventing 
baseball as your Uncle 
Jake. 

Baseball actually came 
from a blending of another 
ancient English children's 
game, called rounders, with 
(Continued on page 22) 

What's the Best Pet for You? 
Pets easily become big parts of 
our lives. They give us much 
friendship and affection in return 
for a little good care. 

But that good care doesn 't just 
happen by accident. It takes 
some work before your pet 
comes home. If you're thinking 
of getting a pet, plan ahead to 
make sure it fits into your family 

without causing 
problems. 

There are several 
things to consider before 
getting a pet. 

• First, consider your 
parents. They might like 
the idea of you having a 
pet, too, but not the idea 

of them getting stuck with all 
the work if you get bored with 
your new friend. Assure them 
that you will be responsible for 
your pet's care. But be 
absolutely sure you can live up 
to your promises. I f your mom 
has to clean up after your new 
puppy all the time, you can be 
sure your promises will come 
back to haunt you. 

• Don't buy a pet on impulse. 
That cute, floppy-eared puppy in 
the pet shop window won't stay 
that way for long. Will you be 
able and willing to take care of 
it once it becomes a large dog? 

• Find out as much as you can 
about different kinds of pets. If 
you know what 's available, you 
will be able to get the pet you 
reall y want and are able to care 
for. 

• Before you get your pet, 
arrange for housing, food , bowls, 
beds , grooming 
items and all the 
other things 
your pet will'::=:: 
need to be 
happy. 

• How much 
time will it take to 
exercise, train and 
care for your pet? 
Different animals 
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have wildly different needs. If 
you're set on owning a 
three- toed sloth, you won't have 
to worry much about exercise. 
But if you'd 'like to keep a pet 
cheetah, you may have to go to 

a lot of trouble to prov ide it 
with fresh gazelles for breakfast 
every morning. Choose an 
animal that you will be able to 
care for in the best possible way. 

• Can you 
afford a pet? 

There are many 
expenses involved in keeping a 
pet: licenses, shots, equipment 
- not to mention food! And 
if it becomes ill, it may 
require the attention of a 
veterinarian and perhaps even 
a stay in an animal hospital. 
This a ll cost s money. Un less 
you intend to pay for 
everything yourself, you must 
make sure your parents are 
willing and ab le to cover the 
costs of a pet. Discuss this 
with them before you buy a 
pet. 

Some careful planning 
before you bring your pet 
home will ensure years of 
happiness - for both you and 
your pel. - By Tom 
Delamater 0 
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Proverbs for 
Today: Apply 
Now for Success 

You're probably having a great 
summer (at least those of you in 
the Northern Hemisphere') and 
not thinking much about schooL 
But have you noticed those 
back-la-school advertisements are 
beginning to sneak back into the 
newspapers already? Besides a 
new Flintstones lunch box , a 
deluxe set of 64 crayons or a 
new pencil box , what onc thing 
do you think will help you have 
the best school year ever? 

How about some good advice 
from a king? Solomon wrote 
many proverbs ahout the value of 
acquiring knowledge . [n one of 
these, his counsel is as simple as 
it is timeless: Apply yourself. 

.. Apply your heart to 
instruction, and you r ears to 
words of knowledge" (Proverbs 
23: 12). 

What does it mean to apply 
yourself to somethi ng? [t means 
more than just showing up in 
class each day. I t means more 
than just enduring school until 
you graduate. It means diligently 
digging in to your stud ies and 
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extracurricu lar activities, giving 
them the kind of attention they 
need to be able to give you the 
most. 

You have a c hance for a fresh 
start this school year. It's a 
brand new opportunity to apply 
yourself toward a good 
education. Whether yo u are 
looking forward to attending 
college or beginni ng a career, a 
good foundation of knowledge 
will always be your ally. (See 
"What Employers Really Want," 
page 8, for a look at what 
employers fee l you should know 
to be a good employee,) 

Some of you will be beginning 
your secondary education and 
have a once-in -a-lifetime 
opportunity heading your way. 
Those of you in your last year 
are in the homestretch. Give it 
all you've goL 

Wherever you are in your 
education, our free booklet, The 
Seven Laws of Success , will help 
you achieve your goals. It 
contains many tips and princip les 
that can help you have an 
outstanding school year. Write or 
call today for your copy, Our 
addresses and phone numbers are 
on the inside of the front cover. 
- By Jim Roberts 0 

Two Games 
(Continued from page 21 ) 
many of the rules of cricket. 
Americans loved it and it 
fl ourished. 

Like cricket, baseball soon 
spread from its mother 
country, Today, Cubans, 
Japanese, Italians, Mexicans 
and people from many other 
nations are shouting. "Batter 

P'" u . 
Those shepherd boys of 

southeastern England would 
probably be surprised at what 
they started. They would be 
amazed to hear the crack of 
bats and balls echo ing through 
cricket grounds and baseball 
diamonds around the world. 
- By Lowell Wagner Jr. 0 
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Here's How to 
to God 

, 

By Richard A. Sedliacik 

Did you know that God is eager and 
anxious for you to talk to Him? 

God talks to us through the Holy Bible . 
But communication is a two-way street. God 
also wants us to talk to Him . 

But how? Through prayer! Prayer is 
personal, intimate, understanding communi 
cation with the Supreme Power of the 
universe. 

In this study, you will learn how to 
establish direct , personal contact with God. 
You'll learn s tep-by-step how to talk to Go d 
in a meaningful and effective manner. 

But be fore you begin, be sure to get your 
Bible, a pen or pencil and some paper. 
Reading and writing out the Bible verses 
that answer the questions asked in this 
study will help you to remember the 
important princip les you will be learning . 

,_ Does God want us to seek Him and 
make our requests known? Isaiah 55:6- 7 . 
Philippians 4 :6. 

God wants us to tell Him , as we would a 
close friend , how we feel and what we think. 
We do thi s through heartfelt prayer . 

Prayer is simply our part of a two-way 
conversation with God . God speaks to us 
through the Bible and we speak to Him 
through prayer. In this way we get to know 
God, and He comes to kn ow us . 

2_ Does God hear and delight in the 
prayers of those who seek to please Him 
and do His will? I Peter 3: 12, Psalm 34: 17, 
Proverbs 15:8 , I John 3:22, 5 : 14- 15. 

3_ Did Jesus Christ, who talked often to 
His heavenly F a ther, have absolute confi
dence that God always heard His prayers? 
John 11 :4 1-44. 

4_ Did one of Christ's discip les, who was 
well aware of His closeness to the Father, 
ask Him to teach them how to pray? Luke 
11: 1. (Christ's instructions on prayer are 
found in Luke 11 and Matthew 6 .) 

Jesus gave His disciples a model prayer 
after which to pattern their own prayers . 

5_ Did Jesus tell His disc iples to repeat 

His example prayer over and over again, or 
tJid He tell them to pray in a similar way? 
Matthew 6 :9. Had He just hefore this ·-t",ld 
them not to repeat the exact same prayer , , 
every time? Verse 7 . 

Christ was simply outlining the correc t 
approach to God in prayer and the bas ic 
things we should include in our prayers . 
Let's study Christ's inspired guide to praye r 
and learn how to talk to God. 

6_ Did Jesus say to pray in a private 
place? Matthew 6 :5-6 . And did He set an 
example by spending the first part of His day 
in prayer - before anything else could 
interrupt? Mark 1 :35. 

It is important to pray in a private plac e -
perhaps in a bedroom, a spare room in the 
attic or even a closet. One should also set 
aside a regular time to pray. For many 
people the morning is best - be fore the 
school or work day gets started . 

7 _ Notice how Jesus began His sample 
prayer. To whom did He say we should pray? 
Matthew 6:9. 

Jesus came to reveal the Father to us 
(John 1: 18), and He always addressed the 
Father in Hi s prayers . 

God the Father sits on a majesti c throne 
in heaven _..s urro unde d by dazzling beauty 
(see Revelation 4: 1- 11). When we talk to 
Him, we are having a pe rsonal audience with 
the Supreme Ruler of the universe! 

8_ Should w e "hallow," or honor, the 
F a th er 's name when we pray to Him? 
Matthew 6:9, las t part. Did David, a man 
after God's own heart (Acts 13:22 ), address 
God in an attitude of praise , worship and 
adoration? Psalm 18: 1-3. 

As we begin o ur prayers, we should not 
only address and think of God as our Father , 
but also honor and praise His name, His 
office, His character a nd His great love for 
mankind. We should be s ure to thank Him for 
o ur very existence , for our parents and the 
material things we possess. 

9. H ow did Jesus continue Hi s sample 

AUGUST 23 

---~-----.---------------------______________ ~,_> __________ ~,_.~"_.~. ___ ~"J 



, 

· • 
• 
t 

prayer? Matthew 6: 10, first sente nc e , 
When we pray "Your kingd o m com e," we 

are asking for and looking forward to th e 
time when God's literal government will be 
est a bli shed c n thi s earth thro ugh the re turn 
o f Jes us C hrist as "King o f king s a nd L o rd 
o f lo rds" (Reve lation 19: 16), There will be 
peace, h appi ness and prosperity in th e 
world tomorrow because all mankind will 
know and follow God's way (I sa iah 11 :9) . 
The T e n Commandments will th e n be the 
s ta nda rd fo r daily life everywhere. 

10. Wha t did Jesus say in the second 
part of Matthew 6: 1O? 

B e su r e t o ask God to h e lp yo u 
unde rstand a nd do His will. Ask Him to he lp 
you study and understand th e Bible, whi c h 
revea ls what we are, why we are a nd how to 
li ve so we may ach ieve Hi s awesom e 
purpose for ou r li ves. 

11. What is th e nex t re q uest of Jes us ' 
sample prayer? Matthew 6: 11 . Can we ask 
thi s in confidence if we are seek ing t o do 
God's will to th e best of o ur ability? Matthew 
6:33, I John 3:22. 

W e need to ask God to s uppl y our daily 
needs. Go into d etail a bo ut what they are. 

o f o ur sins? M a tthew 6 : 12. (The w o rd debts 
he re re fers t o s ins.) 

All o f us s in daily by breaking God's 
commandments in o ne way or anoth e r . W e 
need t o recognize an d repent of o ur daily 
s ins , and then ask o ur loving and merc iful 
F a ther to forgive us (Psa lm 86:5). -'-

13. But mu st we also be fo rgiving toward 
others?~atthew 6: 12, 14· 15. 

Remember that God will forgive us o nl y if 
we are willing t o fo rgive o thers. So we 
s ho uld ask God to he lp us be fo rgiving and 
m e rc iful, especially t o those who may have 
o ffended or hurt us in some way . 

14. What is the last request of J esus' 
example prayer? M a tthew 6: 13, first sen
tenc e. B,ut d oesn't the Bible s t ate that God 
does not tempt anyone? James 1: 13. Is it 
rath e r the d ev il and his demons who are o ut 
to t e mpt and harm us? I Pete r 5:8. 

Jesus' s tat e m en t in Matthew 6: 13 i s 
better tran s lated: " Bring us not into sore 
trial, but deliver us fro m the evil one [Sata n 
th e deviIJ." 

W e should pra y daily and earnestly that 
God would not a llow us t o be brought into 
any severe trial o r t e mpta ti o n, a nd th a t He 

would give us th e he lp t o maste r 
wrong desires and t o do His will. 

God wants us to talk to Him - 15. B e fore c los ing o ur prayer s, in 
to te ll Him , as we would a close 
fri end, how we feel and what we 
think . (Photos by Nathan 
Faulkner) 

wh ose name s hould we acknowl 
edge that we a re praying? John 
16:23, second sente nce. 

• All o ur requests s hou ld b e m ade 

B e s ure to ask God t o bless you r parents so 
they may provide th e famil y with adequa te 
food, clothing , shelter and o th e r necessi 
ti es . 

God knows o f these needs even before 
we ask Him (Matthew 6:8) . However , He has 
no t pro mised t o automatically s upply what 
we do not ask fo r (James 4 :2·3) . 

Ch ri s t set the example o f pray ing f o r 
o th e rs' needs as well (John 17:20) . Thi s is a 
.v it a l part o f God's way of give. 

12. Should we also ask God to forgive us 
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in Jes us' name. W e can r ightfully 
ask the F ather fo r things " in Jesus' 
name" when we know it is His will -
that His autho rit y stands b e hind o ur 
requests! 

16. How did Jesus say we s ho uld 
close ou r prayers to th e F athe r? 
Matthew 6: 13, last part. 

Jes us' inspi re d o utline o f prayer 
ends with praise and adorati o n o f 
the Fathe r jus t as it began. This 
reminds us once aga in t o whom we 
are praying and o f the c ha racte r and 

o ffice o f the tru e God who rul es His vast 
c re ation. 

Finall y, as Jesus sh ows by this exampl e 
prayer, we are to conclude with th e word 
amen. Amen simply means "be it so." 

If you haven 't b egun to do so, s t a rt now to 
establi sh direct contact wit h th e Creat o r, 
Ruler and S us tainer of th e e nt ir e unive rse. 
Talk t o God every day. You ' ll b egi n to 
experi e nce th e truly s uccessful life God 
wants you to e njoy. For God takes great 
d e light in all those who ta lk to Him! 0 



Dear 
Practical Bible-based answers to the problems 

of growing up. 

Q. I' ve been dating a guy I like 
very much. He is popular and 
good-looking and I am very lucky 
that he likes me so much. But he 
has threatened to quit dating me 
unless I have sex with him. I am a 
virgin and want to stay that way, 
but I don't want to lose this guy 
and I can feel myself starting to 
weaken. Please help me. 

A. Pre ma ri tal sex is against 
God 's law ror good reason (Exo
dus 20: 14, I Corinth ians 6: 18). 
Judgi ng by the ma ny sad lette rs 
we receive, it's a m is take you're 
sure to deepl y reg re t la te r in lire. 
Look a t this lette r, ror exampl e: 

" I a lways thoug ht o r myselr as 
a nice g irl because I wouldn ' t go 
'a ll th e way.' With every new 
boy rriend , necking became just 
the t hing to do. But a lso with 
each it became less exciting ... 

"About fo ur years afte r losing 
my virgini ty I me t th e l1)an who 
wo uld beco me m y hu sba nd . I 
cannot put in to words how much 
I love this man. However, t here is 
a major problem. Because or m y 
previous sex ual ex per ience, my 
senses a re deadened . N ow I wish 
I could go back and erase all the 
re latio ns hips I had with o the r 
mcn. What a tru e bl essing it must 
be to have a wonderful sex ua l li fe 
with your mate!" 

God pl aces hig h value on the 
precious g irt o r sexuality He gave 
to us to be saved until marriage. 
He wants us to valu e it hi ghl y as 
well. 

I r th e yo un g m a n yo u a re 
da ting does n't res pect your values 
and threatens to qu it dating you, 
how much do you think he rea lly 
ca res a bo ut yo u ? R eal love 
includes respect and concern for 
another. You will have to decide 
what you sho uld valu e more -
the tem pora ry (and they will be) 
a tte nti o ns or a po pular young 
man or God 's precious way of 

lire. C hoose God 's way and you 
won't reg ret it! 

God te ll s us: " I will not leave 
you nor rorsake you .. . Only be 
strong and very courageous, that 
you may observe to do according 
to a ll the law" (Jos hu a 1: 5, 7) . 
You can resist doing what you 
know is wrong and harmful with 
God 's he lp. 

Look back thro ug h Youth 84 
artic les ror speciric suggestions 
on how to have happy, wholesome 
da tes a nd to s tre ng then your 
resolve to do things God 's way. It 
is dirric ult in o ur society, so 
remember to cl aim the promise of 
God 's he lp so you can " be strong 
and very courageous"! 

Q, Most of the parents of the 
kids I go to school with have lots 
of money and spend what must be 
a fortune on clothes for their 
children. My family is not rich, 
and although I have nice clothes, I 
cannot afford to keep up with all 
the styles like the kids at school. 
How can I not be so embarrassed 
about the way I must dress? 

A. W e have a ll been embar
rassed at one time or anothe r for 
one reason or anoth er. It is not a 
com rortabl e reeling. But most or 
the tim e it is an unnecessary 
emoti on tha t can be erased ir we 
approac h it the ri g ht way. 

M any times, today, too much 
s tr ess is pl aced o n 

designer clothes and not enoug h 
on what kind or person you a re. Ir 
you've done what you can ( ror 
some mo ney-saving tips, see the 
a rticle on page 18) , then the next 
step is to look a t the reasons ror 
embarrassment. O ften it is caused 
by misconceptio ns. 

One misconception comes from 
assuming the re is a reason to be 
embarrassed when othe rs don ' t 
even notice or rea ll y care. We 
orten judge ourselves more ha rsh
ly than othe rs do. 

But even ir others do notice 
whatever is embarrassing to you 
and make cutting remarks, is that 
a reason to be em barrasscd ? Or 
a re they just trying to boos t their 
own egos by running somebod y 
else down ? Thi s type of person 
will a lways find somet hing nega
ti ve to say about you, no matter 
w ha t you wear. 

Of course, saying you don ' t 
need to be embarrassed d oesn't 
take the embar rassment away. 
Confidence docs, so wo rk o n your 
strong points, develop your tal
ents a nd abiliti es . Re member, 
mere styli sh dress ing does not 
de te rmine a person's true worth . 

For more about th e subj ect of 
personal appearance, see page 28, 
" By t he W ay ... ' I Don' t Like 
the Way I Look.''' 0 

We welcome y our questions and 
will excerpt as many as possible. 
S orry we can 't answer them all. 
Answers are prepared by Ber
nard W . S chnippert, a m inis ter 
oj th e Wor ld wide Churc h oj 
God. A ddress your questions to 
"Dear Youth 84 ," 300 W. Green 
Stree t. Pas adena . CaliJornia. 

911 29. 
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The KEY 
(Continued from page I ) 

There was something wrong with 
the knowledge being produced, or 
else the needed MISSING DIMEN

SION in knowledge was not being 
discovered. 

To the dictum of science that, 
given sufficient knowledge, man
kind's problems would be solved 
and humanity's ills cured, I add 
this: Solutions come from the 
right knowledge that supplies the 
right answer - the true CAUSE of 
both the evils and the CAUSE that 
would produce peace and joy and 
every GOOD result; and, secondly, 
solutions come from the applica
tion of that knowledge. 

Could it be possible for the 

most highly educated minds to 
have been intellectually misled or 
deceived? Could they, viewing 
only one side of the question, be 
infallible, entirely above making 
mistakes? 

Is it not human to err? 

For many years now, I have 
observed that errors almost 
always come when a person starts 
with a false basic premise -
carelessly assumed as self-evident 
and taken for granted without 
question - and then builds on 
that false basic hypothesis. 

Suppose we now appropriate 
the academic freedom to question 
that which educators have dis
missed without examination. 

Is it possible for us to find the 
EXPLANATION of why MAN is as 

READER BY--LINE 
Adopting a Parent 

By Monty DiGiacomo 

"What right do you have to 
tell me what to do? You're not 
my real father anyway!" l said, 
as I ran into the bedroom and 
slammed the door behind me. 

My mother's divorce was very 
confusing to me, but her remar
riage affected me far more than 
I wanted to admit to myself. 

As far as I was concerned, he 
was my mother's husband and 
noth i ng more. N ever would 1 
allow him to take the place of 
my natural father. No sir, he 
would never be my dad! 

Well , it didn't take me long to 
figure out that I couldn't live 
like that. But what was I to do? 
There I was. a confused little 
boy with two fathers. One who 
never seemed to have time for 
me, and one I really didn't want 
- or did (? 

It's not so easy to just accept 
anyone as your parent. Especial
ly someone you don't even know 
that well. 

Adapting to a new parent can 
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be difficult. It ' s no wonder so 
many have a hard time. 

If you're having problems 
with a stepparent, or a natural 
parent, or both , here are four 
steps I've learned that can 
help. 

1. Learning to communicate is 
the first step and sometimes the 
hardest. Many times lack of 
communication causes problems 
and misunderstandings. If 
you're having problems with 
your stepparent, communication 
can be the main key in solving 
them. Bring your problems to 
your stepparent and discuss 
them respectfully. Remember 
that arguing is not communicat
Ing. 

2. Put the past aside. Holding 
a grudge won't get you any
where. Everyone makes mis
takes. Don't concentrate on past 
mistakes, but rather on how to 
solve ongoing problems. 

3. Pray about it. I remember 
when I was having problems 

he is, WHY the world is filled with 
evils? Is it possible for us to 
discover the CAUSE of all human 
suffering, anguish, unhappiness 
and inequality? Is it possible to 
find the CAUSE that would pro
duce peace, happiness, abundance 
and prosperity - the CAUSE that 
world leaders have apparently 
overlooked? Is it possible to find 
the key to human survival? 

The answer to the preceding 
questions is YES! Yes, it is 
possible to answer these basic 
questions that have haunted man 
as long as he has existed. Yes, 
there is an answer to these 
questions that deal with man's 
very survival. If you want 
ANSWERS to these questions, write 
for our booklet Why Were You 
Born? It's frec. 0 

with my stepfather, I needed all 
the help J could get. When I 
prayed about my situation , I got 
that help. Things worked out 
better for me. 

4. Don't give up. Sometimes 
things don't change as quickly 
as we want them to, but, if you 
want to speed up the process, 
here's a hint. Meet your parent 
halfway. When he or she sees 
you putting forth effort, it will 
encourage him or her to do the 
same. 

You have a choice: You can 
work to solve YOUT problems, or 
you can add to them. A friend of 
mine added to his. He is now out 
of a home, out of money, bu t 
most of all, out of a mother and 
father. 

So whether you have one, two 
or even three parents, if they're 
stepparents or natural, work for 
a better relationship with them . 
Don't settle for less. 0 

Editor's note: The author, 
age 16, is from Yardley, Penn
sylvania. For more about this 
subject, see the article on page 
10. If you would like to submit 
an article for this section, send 
it (0: "Reader By-Line," Youth 
84, 300 W. Green St., Pasa
dena, California, 91129. 
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Bright Lights ... 
(Continued from page 6) 

plane . Those who used her were 
not there. Only one family mem
ber was with her when, so soon 
after she arrived in Hollywood 
with stars in her eyes, Shelly 
went back home to stay. 0 

In many major c iti es the re are 
certai n people waiting a t the bus 
terminals. A runaway is often 
easy to recognize. Car rying some 
kind of knapsack or duffel bag, he 
or s he usually looks fri ghtened 
and tired. 

The waiting stranger comes up 
a nd offer s hi s s moot h lines: 
"You're beautiful ... You 're 

What do you do when your 
money runs out? On the 

streets , the s leazy st rangers 
with money and promises wi ll 

quickly descend on a 
vulnerable runaway. 

T here are few teenagers 
who at one time or another 
have not considered packing 
up and moving out. Some
times troubles at home can 
become so great that it looks 
like the onl y way to cope . 

Millions of young people 
worldwide run away from 
home each year, up to two 
million in the Un ited States 
alone. A nd the num bers are . . 
Inc reas in g. 

But few are awa re of what 
awaits them o ut on their 
ow n. 

Here's what it' s like 
according to runaways we 
talked to in Hollywood, 
Cal i f ornia. 

On the streets 

Many runaways end up 
on the streets with no place 
to go. Housing costs money, 
and few runaways have e nough 
money to last more than a short 
time. 

Most are broke and can' t get a 
job. C hild labor laws and lack of 
job ex perience make it difficult to 
land a legal job. It is hard to even 
look for a job with the tattered 
clothes most runaways have after 
a few days. They usuall y have no 
place to bathe , la under the ir 
clothes or even s leep. 

But the worst thing is, ru n
aways are "sitting ducks." 

smart. Don't worry, I'll take care 
o f you. You 'l l have a ni ce 
apartment, a ni ce car." 

Ma ny fall for words like these. 
When you ' re desperate, yo u' ll 
listen. 

Runaways, especially girls, but 
a lso boys, get led away to a 
strange apartment. There they 
are given alcohol and drugs, and 
when they are weak, the stranger 
abuses them and threatens them. 

A few days later they a re 
pus hed out on the st ree t and 

forced to become a prostitute. If 
they don ' t do what they are told, 
they are beaten and threatened 
some more. Drugs are used to 
chain the runaway even marc 
firmly to the " pimp." 

Thi s happens every day! 

How to cope 

Running away fro m a problem 
at home is not the 
way to cope. But 
what are the solu
tions? 

Suppose yo u 
don ' t ge t alo ng 
wit h your parent 
or parents. H ave 
you tri ed ta lking 
out t he problem 
with them, calml y 
and with respect? 
Most simp ly as
sume, because of 
pa st mi s und e r
s tandi ng s , that 
their parents 
won't li sten . But 

these misunderstandings can 
be worked out. 

Try sincerely, openl y and 
ho nestl y to talk to yo ur 
parents. Don ' t do it when 
you or they are upset, but 
when everyone is calm and 
has the time. You will be 
surprised how mu c h this 
will ac hieve. 

But what if the situation 
at home is com pletel y 
unbearable? Some parents, 
unfortunately , beat or mo
lest their chi ld ren. 

Should yo u run away 
then ? We have al ready seen 
the result of that ac tion. 

I nstead , talk to someone 
who can help - perhaps a 

mini s ter o r schoo l off ic i a l. 
Explain to him or her what the 
s ituation at home is like, and he 
or she can help you find a way to 
deal with it. Then you will be 
provided shelter and food if it is 
necessary for you to leave home. 

There is hope for those who are 
thinking about running away 
from home. The good news is that 
you don ' t have to. There are 
beller ways to cope until you are 
old enough to live on your own. 
- By Eli Chiprouf 0 
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BY THE WAY ... 

, 

By Dexter H. Faulkner 

"I have a sel f-centered 
problem, but it's a 

problem nevertheless. 
"I have been told that I have 

little self-confidence and a 
poor self-image. I know that I 
should love the body that God 
has given me, but I don't know 
h " ow. 

The writer of this letter to 
Youlh 84 is not alone. Most 
people aren't completely 
happy with the way they 
look. 

Jokes that hurt 

When did it start? Was 
it when the other kids in 
e lementary school made 
jokes about your nose, 
how tall (or short) you 
were, your weight or 
your complexion? Maybe 
you laughed along with 
them, but deep inside it 
hurt. And it left a lasting 
1 m preSSIOn. 

We always compare our
selves to the "'beautiful 
people," the people who are 
good-looking and popular. 
If only we looked like 
them, we would have it 
madc. But we realize we 
can't look like them, so we 
might as well give up - we'll 
never be accepted. 

Why does everyone judge 
looks so highly? In advertise
ments, the models have "the 
look," an unattainable standard 
for the majority of humanity. 

Are looks really that impor-
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tant? Not to God they aren't. 
He says He judges by what 's 
on the inside - to Him, what 
you think is far more impor
tant than what you look like. 
Let's see an example 
of this in the Bible. 

God's prophet, 
Samuel, was told 

to go to a cerlai n house and 
there he would find the man 
God wanted to be the next 
king. When Samuel got there 
and saw Eliab, he was sure he 
had found the one . You see, 
Eliab was a tall and handsome 
man, someone who looked 

pow e rful enough to rule a 
kingdom. But God told him 
this wasn't the one. 

"But the L o rd s aid to 
Samuel , 'Do not look at his 
appearance or at the height of 
his stature, because I have 
refused him. For the Lord does 
not see as man sees; for man 
looks at the outward appear
ance, but the Lord looks at the 
heart'" (I Samuel 16:7). 

Real beauty 

True beauty, then , isn ' t only 
skin deep. Real beauty actually 
comes from within! 

A radiant smile and friendly , 
outgoing personality add beau
ty to a face that, with a frown , 
might be considered plain. A 
positive attitude and willing
ness to do what we can to 
Improve our appearance can 
make a real difference. 

Along with our facial 
expressions , some things 

about our appearance 
we can and should do 
something about. We 

. 
can Improve our pos-

ture and shape up o ur 
bodies with health
ful diet and exer-
. 

Clse. 
Selecting cloth

ing and hairs tyles 
becoming to our bod-

ies also helps. Being 
scrupulous ly clean and 

eating a well-balanced diet 
add to overall health, and 
improve the complexion. 

Trying to cover up blem
is hes with cos metics 

only adds to complexion 
problems. 

" Talk with your parents 
others about othe r ways 

and % 

can Improve you. 
you ~ 

• u , 
But, some things you can 't '! 

o 
change, so it's probably best to § 
get your mind off of them. ~ • 

(Conlinued on page 29) ~ 
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Way I Look 
(Continued from page 28) 

Others don 't think about what 
you consider your physical limita
tions nearly so o ften as you do. 
Besidcs, they are probably too 
busy worrying th at you will 
nOl ice their problems! 

Don ' t try to be someone else. 
People will accept you more as 
you accept yourselr. When you 
know you are improv ing yourself 
and your personality, you will feel 
better about you. 

By the way ... since you know 
what it 's like to be teased about 
your looks , be careful not to 
of Tend others. Why not, instead, 
make it a practice to compl iment 
others when they dress ni cely , fix 
their hair in a becoming way and 
when a sm ile li ghts up their 
face? 

What you see ... 

The truth about beauty or good 
looks is - what you see is not 
a lways what you get. The trick is 
in looking for the go ld in other 
people, and in devel oping some of 
your ow n. When you do t his, you 
will learn to like people for what 
they a re, and people will li ke you 
for what you arc . 

Here arc some tips on how you 
can become a beautiful person all 
the way through. 

• Be depend able. When you 
promise you' ll do something, do it 
a nd do it rig ht. 

• Have a litt le se lf-co ntrol. 
Don't speak out of turn; learn not 
to get angry quickly. 

• Share som e o f your time and 
talents with less fortunate people. 
Encouraging others IS encourag
ing to you. 

• Work at being understand
in g. Put yourse lf in ot hers' 
shoes. 

• Be frie ndly. "Love your ene
mies" (Matthew 5:44). 

• Tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothin g but the truth . 
Try not to hurt feelings when you 
do it. 

• Take time to show outward 
concern for other people. 

Most o f all, love God and seek 
His help in everything. 0 

DOES GOD EXIST? 
(Continued from page 4) 

do rel ate to you personally. For 
example, maybe you I ive on a 
farm. The next time you sec a calf 
born, take time to think abou t 
that. A few months before, that 
newborn was not even visible to 
the naked eye. Can that life have 
come from nonlife? 

Maybe you have a telescope or 
can look throug h one on a field 
trip to a planetarium. As you look 
into the heavens ask yourself 
questions about th e design of 
what you're viewi ng, the order, 
how it is sustained, the laws 
governing the astral bodies, the 
uniqueness of planet earth. How 
did it all happen? 

Maybe you' ll have a chance to 
travel in the world and view ruins 
of places such as Baby lo n, Ekron , 
As hd od, Ashkelon or Sidon. 
Don't think, '"These are in terest
ing ruins," and let it pass from 
your mind. Consider the prophe
c ies that were fulfilled a t these 
places and reali ze God has the 
ab ilit y to foretell the future and 
make th ings come to pass. Watch 
how prophecies are coming to 
pass in today's news. 

Maybe you'll be st udying phys
ics or experimenting in biology. 
Don't approach it merely as a 
c lass assignment. Conn ec t those 
physical laws you sec at work, 
that caterpillar you see change 
in to a beautiful butter ny, those 
frog s you dissec t - a ll the 
experimen ts you do - with a 
greater question . Did this just 
happen ') Was it accidental? Did 
it just evolve'? 

M aybe your interes t lies in 
compute rs. Think abo ut how 
fascinating these machines a re. 
But understand as well that the 
most complex computer is still 
greatly inferior to man 's brain. 
Tie that in with the thought that 
man has never been able to create 
anything that is super ior to 
himself. Then ask yourself if you 
bel ieve that any power or force o f 
less inte lligence th an you r mind 
prod uced you! 

These are just a few examples. 
In other words, if you take time 

to really look at life, you see those 
proofs in action around you. They 
become living proofs. God 
becomes more real in your under
standi ng. 

You'll find that when God is 
morc real to you, you'll draw 
closer to Him in you r prayer, 
your Bible study, your listening 
to His Word in church and your 
observance of His way of life. 

As I Thessalonians 5:2 1 says, 
"Prove a ll things: hold fast that 
which is good" (Authorized Ver
sion). You can read about the 
proofs God exists, but go one step 
beyond that. Prove them in your 
life. Make them real through the 
things you experience. 

Whether you are 13 or 18, you 
can prove God exists - and you 
can prove it so deeply to yo urself 
that you will always hold fast to 
the belief and nothing wi ll ever 
shake it. 0 

STRANGER 
(Continued from page 10) 

family situation like this, it is 
easy to make comparisons with a 
divorced o r deceased parent. 
Respect each parent for the way 
he or she is, and benefit from the 
unique attributes of this person. 

Become friends. It is good th at 
we develop a friendship with our 
parents, and we can do that an d 
still maintain respect for them. 
But to make friends, we need to 
be friendly ourselves. 

A real fr ie nd ca n be of 
immense benefit, and a good 
friend can even do more than 
so meone who is a blood relative 
(Proverbs 18:24). 

Every experience in life can be 
a growt h ex peri ence for LI S. 

Fami ly life will provide us with a 
stable foundation fo r the rest of 
our lives. 

Even if our lives have been 
rocked by family tragedy, and a 
new family unit has been estab
li shed, it too can be a secure and 
happy haven for us In an ever
changi ng society. 

If you'd like to read more 
about stepramilies, another article 
appears in the "Reader By-Line" 
sectio n, page 26. 0 
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