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Five records fall in December 

in response to Clutrch's message 
By Mjcbael A. Snyder 

PASADEN A - "It's certain 
that new response records are now 
producing the busiest month in 
Mai l Processing history," said evan­
gelist Richard Rice, director of the 
Church's Mai l Processing Center 
(MPC) . 

Five records fell during the first 
two weeks of December, including a 
record for weekend telephone re­
sponse of 26,020 calls; one million 
telephone calls received in a year; 
six million letters received since 
Ja n. I; and more than 150,000 
pieces of mail received over a single 
weekend (Dec. 7 and 8). 

Overtime 

than the all- time record set previ­
ously in 1984," Mr. Rice said. 

Six million letters 

"So far this year we have received 
six million letters - more than one 
million over las t year's total," the 
evangelist continued. 

"By the end of this week [Dec. 
13] we will have also added more 
than two million new people to ad­
dress files in 1985. This, too, is an­
other record," he said. 

Calls received in the telephone 
response areas in Pasadena and Big 
Sandy topped the one million mark 
Dec. 2. This includes calls for litera­
ture, Church information and min­
isterial visits besides response from 

the World Tomorrow program. 
The Church received more than 

150,000 pieces of mail from the 
Pasadena Post Office Dec. 9, break­
ing the weekend record by more 
than 55,000 pieces. 

Mr. Rice said that about three 
fourths of the mail was response 
from Pastor General Herbert W. 
Armstrong's Nov. II semi-annu al 
letter to Plain Truth subscribers. 
Other sources include the Nov. 25 
co-worker letter from Mr. Arm­
strong; co-workers re ponding to a 
booklet offer for The Bible - Su­
perstition or God's Authority? ... 
alld Can You Prove It? and Plain 
Truth and Good News subscription 
renewals. 

DEC. 16, 1985 

THAI BOOKS - Two books published in Thailand about the visit of 
Queen Sirikit to the United States feature text and photographs of the 
Queen 's visit to Pasadena Ambassador College in March. "We're going to have to re­

inforce, strengthen and push for­
ward to keep pace with the amount 
of response we are now receiving," 
the evangelist said in an interview 
with The Worldwide News Dec. 9. 

Thai books chronicle Queen's visit to AC 
"We have nearly 650,000 pieces 

of mail on hand to process. Addi­
tional part-time employees have 
been added to the staff, and the reg­
ular employees are working over­
time to qui ck ly reduce the 
workload," Mr. Rice said. 

The World Tomorrow program 
The Plain Truth About Christmas, 
w ICh aired Nov. 30 and Dec. I, 
broke the record set one week ear­
lier, with 26,020 calls. 

"The program about Christmas 
h always pulled very well ," Mr. 
Rice said. "However, the record 
weekend nearly doubled the previ­
ous year's response for the same 
program, when it pulled 13, I 0 I 
cal ls." 

The Dec. 7 and 8 weekend tele­
phone response was 17,835 calls, 
the 10th highest in MPC history. 

"The year-to-date average of 
14, I 00 calls per week is now higher 

PASADENA - Two Thai-lan­
guage books chronicle Queen 
Sirikit's March visit to the Ambas­
sador College campus here, accord­
ing to Aaron K. Dean, executive 
aide to Pastor General Herbert W. 
Armstrong and a vice president of 
the Ambassador Foundation. 

The books, Royal Moon Rising 
Over America and SUPPORT in 
USA /985 are sold in bookstores in 
Thailand and feature photographs 
taken by the Thai royal photogra­
pher who accompanied the Queen. 
More than a third of each book cov­
ers the Queen's vi it to Ambassador 
College, with several full-color pho­
tos of the Queen and Mr. Arm­
strong. 

The books trace the Queen's tour 
through Palm Beach, Fla., Wash­
ington, D.C., New York, N.Y., and 
the greater Los Angeles, Calif., 
area. Photos of the visit include the 

Who or What \s the 

PROPHETIC 
BEAST'? 

Queen with President Ronald Rea­
gan; Javier Perez de Cuellar, secre­
tary-general of the United Nations; 
and Henry Kissinger, former U.S. 
secretary of state. 

Royal Moon Rising Over Amer­
ica recounts a conversation bet ween 
the Queen, Mr. Armstrong and Mr. 
Dean during a tour of the campus. 
The autho r, one of the Queen's 
ladies-in-waiting, wrote: " ' I cannot 
find words to express thi s,' " the 
Queen said to Mr. Arm trong and 
Mr. Dean. "'It is not surpr ising 
that this college has received three 
awards [for the most beautiful cam­
pus].' " 

" 'And first of all, which may be 
the most important value here, is 
that you produce incredible people 
- people with good qualities,' "the 
Queen continued. 

"Because of th e beautiful sur­
roundings, Her Majesty expressed 

NEW LITERATURE - Two booklets, Who or What Is the Prophetic Beast? and Are We in the Last Days?, written 
by Pastor General Herbert W. Armstrong, will be sent automatically to English-speaking heads of households 
in December, according to evangelist Richard Rice, director of the Church's Mail Processing Center (MPC). 

again th at 'this Ambassador Col­
lege is beautifu l like heaven,' " the 
book continued. 

When the author asked Lady 
Suwaree, one of the Queen's aides, 
what the Queen's favori te part of 
the U.S . tour was, she answered: 
" 'In my opinion I think that Her 
Majesty's highest pleasure was with 
Ambassador College, because she 
mentioned it so often.' " 

Continuing her description of the 
college, Lady Suwaree said, " 'The 
important thing is they have com­
passion and good heart. They are al­
ways ready to help others with glad­
ness of heart. We can see th at 
clearly. 

"'For example, during the exhi­
bition [of Thai artifacts] it didn't 
matter what we lacked. When we 
asked them, they just went to get it 
for us with a happy face. This kind­
ness was not just for us only. I heard 
th at they a re like thi s all of the 
time.' " 

Lady Suwaree said that Ambas­
sador College trains students to be 

" 'worthy to be part of humankind. 
They learn how to live their lives in 
the best way. 

" 'If there were a lot of people 
like this, we would have a better 
world,' " she said. 

Mr . Dean said, "I think we have 
to understand that th ese visits have 
more impact than most realize. We 
didn't have any knowledge th at 
these books were being produced 
until Jeff Caudle, the Ambassador 
Foundation's representa tive in 
Thailand, saw them in a Thai book-
store. 

"People receive a strong witness 
of our example in living God's way 
of life when they come here," Mr. 
Dean said. "They can readily see the 
fruits of living the way of 'give' as 
opposed to the way the vas t majority 
of people live." 

Copies of Royal Moon Rising 
Over America and SUPPORT ill 
USA /985 were distributed to re­
gional directors at the Nov. 18 to 21 
re g ional directors conference 
here. 

Church • • • lnCOme rlslng, 
reports Church treasurer 

By Leroy Neff 
PASADENA - The November 

increase in income for the World­
wide Church of God was 11.7 per­
cent, and the year-to-date increase 
is 10.5 percent. This is st ill below 
budget, but it is an encouraging 
trend. 

Evangelist Leroy Neff is trea­
surer of the Worldwide Church 
of God. 

In early November we did not 
know the actual increase for the fi­
nal Holy Dayoffering. It was uncer­
tain because excess Festival tithe 
was included in the offering this 
year. The amount of increase for 
that Holy Day offering wa~ almost 
equal to the amount of excess Festi­
val ti the t he previous year. 

Current fi gures show that the 
combined Holy Day offerings and 
Festival contributions are 5.3 per­
cent more than last year, which is 

almost 7 percent less than budget. 
This shou ld be a fairly accurate 
comparison of the change in 1985 
for these contribut ions. 

You have probably read in Pastor 
General Herbert W. Armstrong's 
member and co-worker le tt e rs 
about decisions made necessary be­
cause of lower than expected in­
come. These decisions resulted in 
reducing the number of pages in 
The Plain Truth and lowering the 
circulation of the newsstand issues 
for a while. Also a number of less 
effective television stati ons have 
been canceled. 

These changes, plus a no- increase 
budget for nearly all departments, 
made cash-now projections positive 
for 1986. They al 0 indicate a re­
turn toJanuary, 1985, reserve levels 
by the end of 1986. We hope that 
income will increase enough so that 
reserves can again be sufficien t dur­
ing the months of plenty to carry us 
through the lean months, much like 
Joseph did in Egypt. 
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European unifICation: three men to untch ous monarchies "strengthened the 
recognition ... [of belonging] to a 
common reality." 

PASADENA - The arrival of 
another year is a good time to take 
stock of the progress toward Eu­
ropean unity. For New Year's Day 
has been a significant one in the his­
tory of the European Economic 
Community, or Common Market. 

The EEC was launched Jan. I, 
1958, with charter members France, 
Italy, West Germany, Belgium, the 
Netherlands and Luxembourg. 

sions that were reached. 
Dutch Prime Minister Ruud 

Lubbers said that "there is no point 
in ta lking further to th e Danes if 
they insist on blocking everything 
here." And Britain, he said, showed 
an "enormous reluctance . .. to ac­
cept European Community institu­
tions. In fact the British see Eu­
ropean institutions more as a threat 
than as a protection." 

democracy for only 10 years - to 
the steadying presence of its 47-
year-old monarch, King Juan Carlos 
I. 

In an interview in the Portuguese 
weekly newspaper Tempo Aug. 9, 
Spain's ex-min ister of foreign af­
fairs, Sen. Fernando Moran (who 

In a speech upon accepting the 
prize in Aachen (or Aix-Ia­
Chapelle), West Germany, Charle­
magne's old capital, Juan Carlos 
traced the history of Europe's age­
old quest for unity. "Over the cen­
turies," he said, " the resurrection of 
the Roman Empire under Ger-

Habsburg's hope for Europe 

When one thinks of royal author­
ity over a conglomeration of peoples, 
tongues and religions in the heart of 
Europe, what should come to mind is 
the 700-year-old Habsburgdynasty, 
which ruled over the middle and lat­
ter stages of the Holy Roman Em­
pire and finally the Austro-Hungar­
ian Empire. 

Jan. I, 1973, witnessed the trade 
bloc's first expansion, when Britain, 
Ireland and Denmark took up mem­
bership. Eight years later, to the day, 
Greece joined up. 

Such reluctance is not displayed 
by the Spanish. 

"When 1,000 Spanish bureau­
crats descend on EEC headquarters 
to take up their new jobs," reported 
David White in the June 8 issue of 
London's Financial Times, "they 
will be rolling back 400 years of his­
tory. 

W.RLDWATCH 
In this li g ht , one must keep 

abreast of another energetic individ­
ual, a person who, despite his 73 
years (he does not look his age) is a 
tireless exponent of a United Eu­
rope . We refer to Otto von Habs­
bu rg, son of the last A ustro- H ungar­
ian emperor and a member of the 
European Parliament. 

By Gene H. Hogberg 

And now, Jan. I, 1986, the Com­
mon Market expands again, this 
time to 12 members, with the addi­
tion of Spain and Portugal. 

To prepare themselves for the en­
larged Community, as well as to try 
to set longer-range guidelines, the 
heads of state of the 12 nations met 
for a summit conference in Luxem­
bourg in early December. 

The leaders agreed on a package 
of modest but significant measures. 
The agreement, however, fell short 
of the grandiose "relaunching of Eu­
rope" called for at their meeting in 
Milan, Italy, in June. 

Once again, it was some of the 
northern European members who 
objected most strongly to key pro­
posals and watered down the deci-

"The Spanish have been in Brus­
sels before. Exactly four centuries 
ago the city was under the control of 
Spain's armies. The Spanish Crown 
was the most powerful force in 
Christendom, and the invincible Ar­
mada had not yet been sent. 

"From then on, however, a Spain 
in decline has let Europe pass it by 
... [but] today, there is nobody in 
the EEC quite as gung-ho about Eu­
rope as the Spanish." 

Role of Juan Carlos I 

Many attribu te the changed 
mood in Spain - a constitutional 

~wt~~~ 
By Dexter H. Faulkner 

captained Spain's team in the EEC 
negotiations) emphasized the be­
hind-the-scenes role played by Juan 
Carlos. "There was constitutional 
support by the Crown," said Sen. 
Moran, who added that "His 
Majesty, the King has an enormous 
prestige in all the world, and specifi­
cally in Europe." 

What is little known about the 
Spanish monarch is his active inter­
est in thecauseofEuropean unity. In 
May, 1982, Juan Carlos received the 
Charlemagne Prize, an annual 
award presented to the public figure 
who most advances the cause of Eu­
ropean unity. 

spirit of meekness; considering thy­
self, lest thou also be tempted. Bear 
ye one another's burdens, and so 
fulfil the law of Christ" (Galatians 
6: 1-2). 

Of disfellowshipped people, Pas­
tor General Herbert W. Armstrong 
has written: "We should PRAY for 
such former members. Jesus said to 
pray even for our enemies. I do pray 

Note of encoura~e ........ ent for all such. I pray God will BLESS 
...... I: THEM - with whatever He in His 

---.::rrnreme wisdom !mow . 
In the Sept. 17 Worldwide News, 

I published a "Just One More 
Thing" column titled "Do You 
Have It Made?" I 'mentioned that 
some close friends of mine had been 
disfellowshipped, and I reminded 
readers of the need to be constantly 
vigil ant about using God's Spirit to 
grow and overcome. Otherwise we 
can put ourselves in danger of dying 
spiritually. 

Judging from the surprising let­
ters I received in response to that 
column, I need to explain a couple 
of often-misunderstood points -
and add a word of special encour­
agement. 

The disfellowshipped person is 
like someone who has stumbled into 
quicksand . He was, along with 
many companion s (symbolically, 
others in the Church), traveling 
through a swamp (spiritually, this 
world). He was in the swamp, but 
was not to become part of it! He 
should have realized the danger he 
was in and taken precautions to 
walk only on the most solid ground 
he could find. 

Instead, he got off the so lid 
ground. Perhaps he grew tired of 
watching carefully. Perhaps some­
thing - a personal sin, for instance 
- distracted him. Maybe he li s­
tened to the insidious but seductive 
voices of any of hundreds of ene­
mies of God's Church. 

He wandered onto unstable 
ground - and then found himself 
sinking in the quicksand, his eternal 
spiritual life in danger! He cut him­
self off from the rest of his compan­
ions (the Church) . 

His companions (symbolica lly, 
the rest of the Church, led by the 
ministry under Jesus Christ) saw 
his deadly predicament and became 
alarmed. The ministry was forced to 
warn t he other brethren to stay 
away from the quicksand victim and 
the area he was in, lest they be 
dragged under by the same satanic 
trap into which he fell. 

Hope for the disfellowshipped 

Of course, if the now-disfellow-

shipped member rivets his atten­
tion on avoiding spiri tual death 
and wants to regain solid ground 
again, to rejoin the other members 
in the Church, the ministry may 
be able to throw him a rope, 
figuratively, and help pull him out. 
Christ will not give up on anyone 
who sincerely wants to overcome 
and qualify for the Kingdom of 
God. 

A person who finds himself in 
this condition - and some such 
may be reading this article - is 
not hostile to God and God's 
Church. If he sincerely repents, he 
can be restored to full membership 
and fellowship with God's people, 
and he can still be born into God's 
Kingdom at the return of Jesus 
Christ. 

There is something other mem­
bers, too, can do to help disfellow­
shipped people pull themselves 
back in! We can and should pray to 
God on their behalf! 

Two types 

One disfellowshipped member 
wrote me and said that dis fellow­
shipped members actually fall into 
two categories - those who are hos­
tile to God's Church and those who 
are striving to repent. 

He commented: "I think all too 
often, the [latter group], striving to 
be repentant people, are forgotten 
about ... I believe we're all lumped 
together as outcasts, I believe some 
of us are striving to change our lives 
so that one day we can again be priv­
ileged to be a member of God's 
Church." 

The apostle Jude instructed 
faithful Christians to be concerned 
with brethren caught in the deadly 
quicksand of personal sins, worldly 
temptations and satanic influence: 
"And others save with fear, pulling 
them out of the fire; hating even the 
garment spotted by the flesh" (Jude 
23). 

Paul wrote: "Brethren, if a man 
be overtaken in a fault, ye which are 
spiritual, restore such an one in the 

FOR THEM - even though that 
may be severe PUNISHMENT! 

Punishment in love 

"God punishes every son whom 
He loves. God's punishment is 
NEVER REVENGE or desire to 
hurt and enjoy their suffering. It is 
always CORRECTIV E! It is for the 
purpose of HELPING them - of 
BLESSING them! God still does it 
in LOVE for the one punished!" 

We all need to share this same 
love that God Himself expresses to­
ward all those He calls. 

Perhaps some of us aren't as con­
scious of this responsibility as we 
should be, especially as it relates to 
those disfellowshipped. Jesus 
Christ would like to reclaim them 
(Luke 15: I 0). Mr. Armstrong 
prays for them. We all should ex­
press God's love toward them, as 
Paul said of the repentant sinner in 
Corinth (II Corinthians 2:8). We 
do this through prayer. 

We are now in the homestretch of 
the final lap of this near 2,000-year 
Christian race, lunging forward to­
ward the finish line. It's time for all 
of us, in whatever situation we find 
ourselves, to stop playing games and 
make our call ing and election sure 
(II Peter 1:1 0). 

Hostile ex-members, think about 
the choice you are making and ask 
God for the humility to admit that 
you are wrong. 

Disfellowshipped but repentant 
brethren, take heart that your dis­
fellowshipment is an act of God's 
merciful government to help you; 
strive with all your being to over­
come and make your life what God 
wants it to be. 

Faithful members, follow where 
Jesus Christ leads and stay away 
from the quicksand . Pray fervently 
for every aspect of God's work, for 
Mr. Armstrong, the ministry and 
all your brethren, including those 
disfellowshipped, who can still re-' 
pent and be saved if they wake up. 

Everybody, "pray without ceas­
ing" (I Thessalonians 5: 17) . The 
end of the age is at hand! 

manic, and of course Christian, signs 
is the political dream." 

Split by languages and national ri­
valries, it is the "Christian heritage" 
and the "remembrance of Rome" 
that have provided the essentials of 
unity, Juan Carlos added. But he 
st ressed another often overlooked 
point. "The monarchies have been a 
factor of unification," he sa id . 
Through perso'nal connections and 
even intermarriages, Europe's vari-

A Plain Truth reader responded 
to points raised in the ar ticle "What 
Is a West German," which appeared 
in the September issue. This reader, 
from Innsbruck, Austria, reacted to 
statemen ts of officials in Europe 
who appealed to the age-old dream 
of a United Europe. 

He wrote: "The son of our Em­
peror Charles is working for a free 
Europe. He has the privilege to be 

(See UNIFICATION, page 7) 

European Diary 
By John Ross Schroeder 

Erosion of Britain 
BOREHAMWOOD, England 

- Few who live here would deny 
that Britain is a green and pleasant 
land. The ancien t hedgerows mark 
tlie andscape with clarity and dis­
tinction. God gave Bri tons a wonder­
ful natural heritage. 

Journalist Pau l Johnson surveyed 
the British social scene in 1983. He 
found "a steep decline in public and 
private moral standards." Environ­
mental decline often goes hand in 
hand with moral decline (see Gene­
sis 3: 17-1 8) . The British environ­
ment is under siege. 

The past 30 or 40 years have been 
the most destructive. In 1946 , 
500,000 miles of carefully culti­
vated hedgerows graced the land-

Letters 
TO THE EDITOR 

Second-tithe assistance 
My family and I would like to thank 

you and the brethren so much. This year 
we received second tithe assistance to go 
to the Feast of Tabernacles. We had an 
enjoyable Feast, and I know that the 
Father is Great, because we have extra 
second tithe which we are sending back 
to the Church this year. Our Father 
takes what you have and gives it an 
increase. This widow thanks all of you 
for you r kindness and love and obedi­
ence. Without these things it would not 
be possible to attend God's Feast. 

Name withheld 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Thanks to God , you, and those who 
contributed excess second tithes, I just 
observed the greatest Festival ever! It 
wa~ my twenty-sixth. Sometimes we 
wonder how it could get any better, but 
our Heavenly Father always outdoes 
Himself. And truly this Festival was 
fantastic in every way. The sermons, 
sermonettes, song services - all of it 
was so inspiring. The love, unity, and 
fellowship were out of this world! 

Name withheld 
Dawson, Tex. 

I wish to tell you of my thankfulness 
for the most wonderful year of my life, 
in that I have been led to God's true 
Church. Never in the world have I 
known such a people as this - who truly 
care about me and offer assistance will-

(See LETTERS, page 7) 

scapeofEngland and Wales. Now in 
some British counties, up to 80 per­
cent of the hedgerows have been de­
stroyed - mostly by the farmers ­
to proouce highcr mountains of sur­
plus grain and beef. 

Brian Jackman wrote in the Aug. 
II Sunday Times Magazine: "For 
the past 40 years farmers have been 
urged to grow more and more food. 
Aided by technical innovation and 
gcnerous government improvement 
grants, dramatic increases in output 
have been achieved." Perhaps the in­
tention was right, but it has brought 
environmental destruction and un­
wanted surpluses. 

Christopher Brasher asked in the 
Aug. 2S Observer: "Should we 
blame the farmer for all this? No, it 
is we as a society who have made the 
rules. It is we, the voting taxpayers, 

(See EROSION, page 7) 
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Farthest regional office keeps 

close contact with Pasadena 
By Thomas C. Hanson 

CAPE TOWN, South Africa­
When Pasadena employees arrive at 
their offices at 8 a.m., Pacific Stan­
dard Time (PST), South African 
employees, 10 time zones to the 
east, have gone home for the day at 
6 p.m. 

At a distance of 10,165 miles, the 
South African Regional Office is 
the farthest regional office from 
Pasadena. 

Roy McCarthy, 61, a pastor-rank 
minister, has served as South 
African regional director since 
1978. A native of South Africa, he 
grew up in Ceres, less th an 200 
miles from Cape Town. Dr. Mc­
Carthy was regional director of the 
Church in Dutch-speaking areas 
from 1970 to 1978. 

Most members are untouched di­
rectly by the racial unrest in South 
Africa, Dr. McCarthy said. For 
whites living in cities, the violence is 
mainly only evident in the newspa­
pers. However, they are aware that 
the near future could be grim. 

A depressed economy for the past 
three years is reflected in lower 
Church income. This is mainly 
from lack of salary increases for 
tithe payers and retrenchment. Un­
employment is becoming a serious 
problem, Dr. McCarthy said. 
Tithes arc not tax deductible. 

The Church should not be af­
fected by disinvestment, Dr. Mc­
Carthy said, except for those mem­
bers who work for firms that depend 
on foreign funding. Disinvestment 
is the policy of some countries and 
private businesses to withdraw in­
vestments from South Africa to 

ut t racial policies here. 
Dr. McCarthy asked for prayers 

for members in Zimbabwe and 
outh Africa. Political unrest and 

intimidation are problems in Zim­
babwe. The Shona tribe, which 
dominates the government, out­
numbers the Ndebele 4 to I. The 

REGIONAL OFFICE - Pictured is 
the building that houses the 
Church's Cape Town, South 
Africa, Office. 

Shonas want the Ndebeles to be­
come part of the major party. Some 
members feel pressure when politi­
cal canvassers show up at their 
doors and ask them to produce their 
party membership card. 

"God's people are being pro­
tected both in Zimbabwe and here. 
None have suffered physical, bodily 
harm. There's been some minor 
physical damage to property," Dr. 
McCarthy said. 

According to John Bartholomew, 
pastor of the Durban, South Africa, 
church, the greatest trial for the 
young men in South Africa is the 
military draft. In lieu of military 
service the men must perform six 
years of community service. There 
are 22 or 23 men in the Church in 
this category. 

Area served 

The Cape Town Office, with 14 
employees, administers the 
Church's work in South Africa, 
Botswana, Lesotho, Mauritius, 
Namibia (South-West Africa), 
Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

The only door open for preaching 
the Gospel in southern Africa is 
The Plain Truth, Dr. McCarthy 
said . The magazine is printed here 
and in Harare, Zimbabwe. 

"According to the South African 
Broadcasting constitution ... radio 
and television are not available at 
all. We can get on to very small, pe­
ripheral radio stations, but in the 
past the response has been negligi­
ble." 

Though almost halfway around 
the world from Pasadena, the South 
African Office maintains close con­
tact by telephone and telex with 
evangelist Joseph Tkach Sr., direc­
tor of Church Administration; the 
Data Processing Center; the inter­
national mail center of the Mail 
Processing Center; and the Edito­
rial and Publishing departments. 

Filmed pages of The Plain Truth 
are sent to South Africa from the 
Publishing Department for print­
ing. Copies of Pastor General Her­
bert W. Armstrong's member and 
co-worker letters are sent to the of­
fice for printing and distribution in 
the region. 

Early history 
The Church in South Africa 

traces its beginnings to Dec. 19, 
1960, when 19 people were baptized 
by evangelists Raymond McNair 
and Roderick Meredith, who flew 
to South Africa from Pasadena. 

Evangelist Gerald Waterhouse 
opened an office in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, in 1963 and con­
ducted the first official Church ser­
vice in March, with 33 present. 
Most early members came into the 

'63 MEMBERS - Brethren who kept the Fall Holy Days in Johannes­
burg, South Africa, in 1963, gather after 1985 Festival services in 
Durban, South Africa. Attendance in 1985 at Feast sites administered by 
the Church's South African OHice was 3,112. [Photo by Thomas C. 
Hanson] 

Church after hearing The World 
Tomorrow on Radio Lourenco 
Marques in Mozambique. 

A ttendance has grown to the 
point where more than 3,000 at­
tended 1985 Festival services at six 
Feast sites administered by the re-
gional office. . 

Pastor general's visits 

Mr. Armstrong has visited South 
Africa four times, first in May, 
1976, and most recently in Novem­
ber, 1982. During these trips he met 
then-Prime Minister John Vorster 
and then-President Nicolaas 
Diederichs, the late King Sobhuza 
II of Swaziland, gave Plain Truth 
Bible lectures, addressed civic clubs 
and spoke to brethren at services. 

During a trip here in March and 
April, 1977, he addressed the Turn­
halle, the constitutional conference 
of Namibia (South-West Africa) 
and spoke to the parliament of 
Transkei. 

Office employees 

Bryan Mathie is business man­
ager. Mr. Mathie, a local elder, said 
that the current poor exchange rate 
means that imports billed in dollars 
cost 2V2 times what they did 18 
months ago. 

Peter Hawkins, a local elder, su­
pervises the mailing of literature 
and is distribution manager for the 

REGIONAL DIRECTOR - Roy McCarthy, shown in his Cape Town, South 
Africa, oHice, serves as regional director for the Church in southern Africa. 
Dr. McCarthy and his wife, Tine, have served brethren in southern Africa 
since 1978. [Photo by Thomas C. Hanson] 

Plain Truth magazine. 
Terence Browning, a local elder, 

handles personal correspondence. 
Mr. Browning answers 70 to 80 
letters a month from southern 
Africa. Geoff Sykes is the mail 
reader. 

Trevor Weber updates the sub­
scription file with assistance from 
Heidi Powell. Betty Hancock is 

the office receptionist. 

What the future holds 

Concerning the racial unrest in 
South Africa, Robert Klynsmith 
told the Johannesburg Central con­
gregation that they must live by 
faith and keep their minds fixed on 
the Kingdom. "It's not going to get 
any better," he said. 

Alone, but 'never bored' 

Member uses WN for prayer list 
By Thomas C. Hanson 

PRETORIA, South Africa­
You can hardly mention a minister 
that Jeanette van Rensburg, 63, a 
Church member here, is notaware of. 

Mrs. van Rensburg uses The 
Worldwide News to keep a detailed 
prayer list of the ministers and 
where they serve. She organizes the 
list by state or country and cuts out 
maps to add to the list. She writes 
down what to pray about in each 
area. 

She began her prayer list using 
the ministerial pictorial published 
by the Church in 1982. She updates 
that list whenever a minister is men­
tioned in The Worldwide News. 

Mrs. van Rensburg lives in the 
administrative capital of South 
Africa, almost in the shadow of the 
Union Buildings, which house of­
fices of government officials includ­
ing State President P.W. Botha. 

Her first contact with the Church 
was in 1957, when her motner, 
Miemie Victor, now 92, gave her a 
Plain Truth. She was baptized on 
the former Ambassador College 
campus in Bricket Wood, England, 
July 12, 1962, by evangelist Ray­
mond McNair, and Robin Jones, 
now pastor of the Southampton, 
England, church. 

Her mother was baptized by 
evangelist Gerald Waterhouse, then 
direetor of the South African Of­
fice. 

(According to Mrs. van Rens­
burg, the surname Victor appears 
among the Dutch who came to what 
is now Cape Town, South Africa, in 
1652, wit h Jan van Riebeeck, to es­
tablish a victualing station for 
Dutch ships en route to or from 
Java, in what is now Indonesia.) 

There was no church in Pretoria 
in 1962, so Mrs. van Rensburg trav­
eled by busor train to Johannesburg 
for services. She has kept 23 Feasts, 
including the 1985 Feast in Dur­
ban, South Africa. 

She was born on a farm in the dis­
trict of Frankfort in the Orange 
Free State, one of four provinces in 

the Republic of South Africa. The 
oldest child in her family, she has 
three brothers and three sisters. 

Mrs. van Rensburg, the former 
Jeanette Victor, married Peter van 
Rensburg, Dec. 19, 1955 . Mr. van 

Rensburg died in 1983 at the age of 
65. 

Keeping track of and praying for 
the ministers "makes me feel part of 
the Church. I'm alone, but I'm 
never bored," she said. 

ACTIVE MEMBER - Jeanette van Rensburg, a member who attends 
the Pretoria, South Africa, church, uses The Worldwide News to maintain 
a detailed prayer list of the ministers and where they serve. [Photo by 
Thomas C. Hanson] 
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ACCENT ON THE LOCAL CHURCH 

QUARTER CENTURY - Original Sacramento, Calif., Church members attend the church's 25th anniversary 
celebration Oct. 26. The church was raised up by evangelist Ronald Kelly (right of cake) in 1960. 

Teens camp, perform, splash on water slide 
A father and son camp-out for 

DES MOINES and OTTUMWA, 
Iowa, brethren took place Oct. 19 
and 20. 

went to Eddie LeBarron, 15, of the 
Portland East church. He per­
formed a piano solo. Second place 
went to Jane Hanson, 17, of the 
Spokane church for her saxophone 
solo. 

Joel Hilliker, 13, of the Bremer­
ton, Wash., church placed first in 

the junior division with a piano solo. 
Twelve teens from the BRAD­

FORD, England, church, accompa­
nied by parents, swam and used the 
water slides at the Richard Dunn 
Sports Centre Nov. 2. 

Judy Rhodes, Rod Hall and 
Stuart Powell. 

Forty people attended the activ­
ity, which began Saturday evening, 
Oct. 19, at Red Haw Lake in Chari­
ton, Iowa. After the camp was set up 
and meals were prepared, the group 
gathered around a camp fire to hear 
instruction on canoe safety by Sue 
Stream. 

Singles, seniors share event 
Sunday morning each father and 

son cooked breakfast toget her. 
They rented canoes and fished on 
the lake. A ranger spoke to the 
group about how God's creation 
adapts for the winter. 

Next the group went to the Rod­
ney Stream acreage for target prac­
tice. A deputy from the Lucas 
County Sheriff's Department 
talked about gun safety and de­
scribed standard police equipment. 
The older boys practiced trap shoot­
ing, and younger ones shot pellet 
guns. 

Fatherless boys attended the ac­
tivity with men from their churches. 

More than 200 attended the 
YOU regional talent contest for the 
PORTLAND, Ore., and TACOMA 
and SPOKANE, Wash., areas, 
which took place in Spokane Nov. 2. 

Melvin Dahlgren, pastor of the 
Tacoma and Olympia, Wash., 
churches and YOU regional coordi­
nator, was master of ceremonies and 
awarded plaques and prizes to win­
ners. 

First place in the senior division 

A seniors and singles activity for 
BRISBANE NORTH and SOUTH 
and CABOOLTURE, Australia, 
brethren took place on Coochie [s­
land, Australia, Nov. 10. 

The island is one of 365 in More­
ton Bay. One hundred fifty people 
live on the island, which is accessi­
ble only by ferry. 

The group of 76 seniors and 30 
singles took minibus tours, swam, 
rode bicycles and walked on beach­
es and grounds. A Scandinavian 
meal was served at noon at the 
Aminya Gardens restaurant. 

Eric Noad and Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Clune organized the activity. Rod­
ney Dean, pastor of the Brisbane 
North and Caboolture churches, 
and John McLean, pastor of the 
Brisbane South church, and their 
families attended the activity. 

About 30 singles and two mar­
ried couples from the WASHING­
TON, D.C., church attended a 
potluck at the home of Bill Cooley 
in Landover, Md., after services 
Nov. 9. After the meal the group 
danced or watched movies on a 

GUN SAFETY - A sheriff's deputy demonstrates proper use of firearms 
during a father and son camp-out Oct. 20 for the Des Moines and 
Ottumwa, Iowa, churches. [Photo by Sue Stream] 

videocassette recorder. 
Sunday, Nov. 10, singles from 

Maryland, Virginia, New Jersey 
and Washington gathered from 
noon to 5 p.m. for a dance and buffet 
dinner in a ballroom of the Dulles 
Marriott Hotel in Virginia. 

Twenty-three Golden Ambas­
sadors from the BREMERTON, 
Wash., church had a potluck 
brunch Sept. 8 at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Al George. Shortened ca­
ble spools, painted and covered with 
tablecloths, served as tables. 

After the brunch Dave Baker, a 
deacon, led the group on a tour of 
the new wastewater plant where he 
is project manager. 

Daphne Affleck and Ronald 
/011, Dorothy Johnson and Evelyn 
Crouse. 

MAINTENANCE RECEPTION -
Top photo: Edward Tolleson (left), 
Plant Maintenance Department 
manager, presents a gift on be­
half of the department to Fred and 
Marie Robertson Nov. 7. Mr. 
Robertson, 83, retired after 15 
years of service as campus lock­
smith. He was appointed lock­
smith by Pastor General Herbert 
W. Armstrong in 1970. Right 
photo: Speaking to about 60 em­
ployees who gathered to honor 
him and Mrs. Robertson, Mr. 
Robertson recounts his experi­
ences as a Church employee 
since 1965. (See Wor ldwide 
News, Dec. 27, 1982.) [Photos by 
Michael Snyder] 

Church marks 25th year 
Brethren in the SACRA­

MENTO, Calif., church celebrated 
the 25th anniversary of that congre­
gation Oct. 26. 

More than 100 people attended 
the first service conducted two 
weeks after the Feast of Tabernacles 
in 1960 by Ronald Kelly, now an 
evangelist and senior writer for the 
Plain Truth magazine. M r. Kelly 
pastored the church for I Y2 years. 

Twenty-fifth anniversary ser­
vices took place in the Roseville 
Theater. Joel Lillengreen, pastor of 
the Waukesha and Kenosha, Wis., 
churches, gave the first message on 
revealing the mystery of God. Mr. 
Lillengreen was pastor of the Sacra­
mento church for nine years. Mr. 
Kelly spoke about the history of the 
Sacramento church and on living 
lessons from Pastor General Her­
bert W. Armstrong's life. 

Three hundred twenty attended a 
gala banquet and dance, coordi­
nated by Lawrence Neff, church 
pastor, and Harold Williams, a local 
church elder, which took place at 
the Holiday Inn Holidome after ser­
vices. Mr. Neff introduced several 
speakers, who commented on the 
congregation's history, including 
Mr. Kelly; Mr. Lillengreen; James 
Chapman, pastor of the Reno and 
Carlin, Nev., churches; and Dan 
Cook, an area member. 

A taped message from Marc 
Segall, pastor of the Greenwood and 
Jackson, Miss., churches, was 
played. Letters were read from 
David Orban, pastor of the Pitts­
burgh, Beaver Valley and McKees­
port, Pa., churches; Thomas La­
packa, pastor of the Basel and 

Zurich, Switzerland, and Stuttgart, 
West Germany, churches; and 
William Swanson, pastor of the 
Montvale, N.J., and Middletown, 
N.Y., churches. 

Then an anniversary cake baked 
by Nancy Curtis was cut. A dance 
continued until midnight. 

Other ministers attending the 
event were Delfino Sandoval, asso­
ciate pastor of the Sacramento 
church; Glen White, pastor of the 
Fresno and Visalia, Calif., 
churches; and Dudley Trone, a 
Sacramento local church elder. 
Roger Toimoll. 

Texans 
assemble 
for activity 

The VICTORIA, Tex., church 
was host to abou t 100 Houston, 
Tex., West brethren for services 
Nov. 9. 

Services began at 3 p.m. After a 
performance by the Houston West 
choir, Harold Treybig, a local 
church elder, gave the sermonette, 
and Kenneth Giese, pastor of the 
Houston West and Victoria 
churches, gave the sermon. 

After services brethren ate a buf­
fet meal and watched a movie. Pop­
corn and drinks were served. 

Aaron Migl, a deacon in the Vic­
toria church, coordinated the social. 
Bud Sanders. 

'PT' lectures (;onduet d 
Seventy-two new people at­

tended two Plain Truth lectures in 
VANCOUVER, B.C., Oct. 20 and 
27. 

Thomas Ecker, pastor of the Van­
couver church, spoke Oct. 20 to 60 
people. He explained how God's 
system of education, business and 
industry, organized labor, science 
and technology, and religion differ 
from man's system. 

Oct. 27 Joel King, assistant pas-

tor of the Vancouver church, spoke 
about world conditions in light of 
Bible prophecy. 

David Cheperdak, a ministerial 
trainee in the Vancouver church, 
organized the lectures, displayed 
Church literature and acted as mas­
ter of ceremonies. 

The Vancouver church chorale, 
directed by Al Neighbor, sang be­
fore and after each lecture. Joel 
Killg . 
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IRON SHARPENS IRON 

Facing life's greatest defeat: Milestones 'in Church's work 

Have you surrendered to God? 
Dec. 24,1959 - The Church opens an office in North Sydney, 
Australia. 
December, 1974 - Pastor General Herbert W. Armstrong is 
the first visitor from abroad to meet officially with Japan's new 
prime minister, Takeo Miki. 

By Ronald A. Lohr 
Ironic as it may sou nd, life's 

greatest defeat is the first step to­
ward life's greatest victory! 

Ronald A. Lohr pastors the 
Peoria and Macomb, //1 . , 
churches. 

The defeat is our surrende r to 
God and repentance from sin. The 
victory is our birth into God's King­
dom, to which true repentance leads 
(II Corinthians 7:10). 

As Christ ians we need to remem­
ber that conversion does not occur 
all at once. Repentance is a contin­
ual process of turning from ou r way 
of life to God 's way of life. Like 
Paul, we must "d ie daily" (I 
Corinthians 15:31)' cons tan tl y 
putting our old selves to death and 
seeking to be more like God. 

But what a struggle it is - and 
what an ignominious defea t! Do 
some of us tend to forget the abso­
lute need for daily repentance? The 
stakes are life and death. This is a 
battle we must lose before we can 
ever win! 

Total, unconditional su rrender is 
a vital part of the real repentance re­
quired for ultimate victory. 

Paul's experience 

Paul (Saul) was a well-educated, 
brilliant man with an impress ive 
backg round (Philippians 3:5-6). 
But he categorized all his' lofty past 
as "dung" (verses 7-8)! He knew he 
was useless to God until something 
special occurred. What happened to 
Paul that gave him a new lease on 
life and made the useless useful? 

Paul had to lose a great battle. 
That battle is described in Acts 9. 
After zealously persecuting the 
early Church, Paul, on his way to 
Damascus, came in direct contact 
with a power much greater than 
himself. "Suddenly there shined 
round about him a li g ht from 
heaven: And he fell to the earth, and 
heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou me?" 
(verses 3-4). 

This was a bitter pill for the arro­
gant Saul to swallow. In all his intel­
ligence and training, he was yet use­
less to God. 

"And he said, Who ar t thou, 
Lord? And the Lord said, I am Je­
sus whom thou persecutest" (verse 
5). Physically, Paul was struck 
blind, but spiritually, his eyes were 
opened for the first time. This in­
tense experience, accompanied by 
fasting, led to the opening of Paul's 
mind. He finally saw the truth 
about himself. Read this graphic ex­
ample of Paul 's surrender - his 
conversion - for yourself (Acts 
9:1-22,22:1-21). 

Mr. Armstrong's example 

How about a modern example of 
spi ritual surrender? God's apostle, 
Herbert W. Armstrong, has de­
scribed how he had to "eat crow" 
spiritually and go through an ago­
nizing battle with God. Thankfully, 
he lost! In hi s au tobiography he 
writes of this traumatic yet vital 
time in his life: 

"Now came the greatest inner 
battle of my life ... 

"I saw plainly what a decision was 
before me. To accept this truth 
meant to throw in my lot for life 
with a class of people I had always 

looked on as inferior. I learned later 
that God looks on the heart , and 
these humble people were the real 
salt of the earth. But I was then still 
looki ng on the outward appearance. 
It meant being cut off completely 
and forever from all to which I had 
aspi red. It meant a total crushing of 
vanity. It meant a total change of 
life! 

" I counted the cost! 
"B ut then , I had been beaten 

down. I had been humiliated. I had 

Artwork by Monte Wolverton 

been broken in spirit, frustrated. I 
had come to look on this formerly 
esteemed self as a failure . I now took 
another good look at myself. 

"And I acknowledged: 'I'm noth­
ing but a burned-out old hunk of 
junk.' ... 

"Finally, in desperation, I threw 
myse lf on God's mercy. I said to 
God that I knew, now, that I was 
nothing but a failure, a burned-out 
hunk of junk. My life was worth 
nothing more to me. 

"I said to God if He could have 
any use whatsoever for such a 
worthless dreg of humanity who 
had fallen all the way down in fail­
ure and disillusionment, that He 
could have my life; I knew it was 
worth less, but if He could do any­
thing with it, He could have it - I 
was willing to give this worthless 
self to Him - I wanted to accept 
Jesus Christ as personal Savior! 

"I meant it! It was the toughest 
battle I ever fought. It was a battle 
for life. I lost that battle, as I had 
been recentl y losi ng all battles. I re­
al ized Jesus Christ had bought and 
paid for my life. I gave in. I surren­
d ere d , un co nditionally. I told 
Christ He cou ld have what was left 
of me! I didn't think I was worth 
saving! ... 

"Jesus said , 'Whosoever will save 
his life shall lose it: and whosoever 
wi ll lose his life for my sake shall 
find it.' 1 then and there gave up my 
life - not knowing that this was the 
only way to really find it!" 

Have you surrendered? 

What abou t you? Have you su r­
rendered? Have you lost that bat­
tle? Has God conquered you, or are 
you st ill squ irming - perhaps run­
ning - to keep you r old ways and be 
your own boss? Eventually, you will 
be thoroughly conquered or you will 
cease to exist! You have to lose be­
fore you can win. 

Do you still repent daily? Are you 
still fully conscious of your contin­
ual need for God's mercy and direc­
tion in your life? 

You can't repent on your own, of 
course. Some have tried to "work up 
repentance" - and it has led to 
false conversion and no promise of 
the Holy Spirit, the earnest (or 
down payment) of eternal life. 

Either God is working with you 
or He is not. If He is, here is what 
you must continually be aware of 
and do: 

(I) Know God is real. If you are 
truly converted, God is the cen tral, 
dynamic (and a literal) force in your 
life. 

(2) Know the Bible is inspired. 
Believe and do what you find re­
vealed there. Don't ignore it or de­
cide that parts of it don't really ap­
ply to you. 

(3) Establish a stronger rela­
tionship with the true God through 
daily prayer and Bible study. 

(4) Pray for the gift of repen­
tance. You cannot work it up. Only 
God can help you see human nature 
for what it is (Romans 2:4, I I Timo­
thy 2:25). 

(5) "Prove all things; hold fast 
that which is good" (/ Thessalo­
nians 5:2 1). The Greek word for 
"prove" means "put to th e test." 
Prove by putting into action what 
God reveals in His Word. 

(6) Pray for correction. Pray that 
God will show you reality. This is a 
hea lthy , constructive suggestion 

Dec. 4, 1974 - For the first time, a single letter is sent to 
everyone involved in the Church's work - both Church mem­
bers and co-workers. 
Dec. 17, 1979 - Mayor Teddy Kollek arranges a special 
inauguration of Liberty Bell Garden in Jerusalem to honor Mr. 
Armstrong 's role in making the facility possible. 
December, 1981 - Richard F. Ames, Pasadena Ambassador 
College director of admissions, announces that more than 
1,600 applications have bee n requested for admission to Am­
bassador College in Pasadena or Big Sandy. The college will 
be able to accept about 250 new students for the 1982-83 
academic year. 
Dec. 4, 1984 - The Church's annual mail income tops $100 
million in the United States for the first time. 

you need not fear, since we are talk­
ing about the true God of love who 
wants to g ive you His Kingdom 
(Jeremiah 10:23-24). 

(7) Seek spiritual counsel. Co­
operate with the ministry God has 
provided as shepherds for His peo­
ple. Don't be afraid to ask for help 
with problems and for adv ice in 
making decisions (Hebrews 13: 17). 

This surrender God desires is a 
posi tive move that will draw you 
closer to fulfilling the very purpose 
for your existence. God is calling 

you to an exciting, challenging, 
abu ndan t life for all eternity (John 
10:10). 

You are in a battle. Before repen­
tance, you are your own - mostly. 
But when you truly give your life to 
God - a process that goes on dai ly 
- you r life becomes worthwhile, 
and you are on the road to achieving 
you r incredible hum an potential. 
You wi ll win the ultimate victory 
(Philippians 1:6). 

But you have to lose before you 
can win! 

Neglect can quench the 
By Rodney Reynolds 

Is the Holy Spirit burning bright­
ly in your life? I f not, the reason 
could be simple neglect. 

Rodney Reynolds is a local 
church elder in the Poplar 
Bluff. Mo., church. 

On the Day of Pentecost, A.D. 
31, the Holy Spirit of God was given 
to the New Testament Church. But 
the Church was warned that they 
could lose the Holy Spirit. Pau l 
wrote, "Quench not the Spirit" (I 
Thessalonians 5: 19) . But in spite of 
the warning, man y of them did 
eventually quench the Spirit, and a 
virtua lly impen etrable spiritu a l 
darkness settled over the world. 

Could the same thing happen in 
our age? Can yo u qu enc h th e 
Spirit? Yes! An example from the 
Old Testament will illustrate. 

Keep the fire burning 

One way to extinguish a fire is to 
rob it of fuel and let it burn itself 
out. According to the Old Testa­
ment law of burnt offerings, the 
priests were not to allow the fire of 
the altar to go out (Leviticus 6: 12-
13). 

To keep the fire going, the priests 
had to be atten tive. They had to put 
wood on it daily, and they had to 
make sure nothing happened to 
cause the fire to go out. 

The same kind of constant atten­
tion and daily effort is required to 
keep the light of the Holy Spirit 
alive in your Own heart and mind. A 
fire left to itself will eventually go 
out. And, true to human nature, Is­
rael's pries ts did eventually fail in 
their duty, and the fire went out. 

One of the surest ways to kill the 
Holy Spirit is through simple ne­
glect. Neglect the Spirit, and it will 
first become dormant. It will even­
tually go out altogether. If you are 
to keep the Spirit alive and active, 
producing light like a fire, you must 
work at it, just as the priests had to 

work at keeping the fire burning on 
the altar. 

The two most important keys to 
keeping the fire of the Holy Spirit 
alive are prayer and Bible study. 
Too often, many fail to put forth the 
constant effort in prayer and Bible 
study to grow spiritually. 

Importance of prayer 

Why is prayer important to the 
maintenance of God's Spirit? Itis in 
prayer that you develop the close 
personal relationship with God that 
makes His Spirit a power in your 
life. It is in prayer that you repent 
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before God. and repentance is a pre­
req uisite to having and maintaining 
the gift of God's Spiri t (Proverbs 
I :23; Psalms 5 1 :2-3, 10-11). 

I t is in prayer that you labor for 
the physical and spiritual well-be­
ing of others. Paul spoke to the 
Co loss ians abou t Epaphras, who 
was "always labouring fervently for 
you in prayers, that ye may stand 
perfect and complete in all the will 
of God" (Colossians 4: 12). 

It is in prayer that you make sup­
plication to God for those things 
you need, including His Spirit. In 
short, prayer is essential to your 
spiritual vitality. You cannot retain 
God's Spirit without it. Unless you 
pray, and pray often, you wil l 
quench God's Spirit. 

Wholehearted, humble, faithful, 
frequent prayer will lead to God's 

Spirit burning bri ghtly in your 
heart and mind . 

Study and obey God's Word 

The second key to keeping the 
light of God's Spirit burning in your 
life is the study of His Word . 

How well do you understand 
God's Word? How much time do 
you spend studying it? What atti­
tude do you take toward study? 

David said God desires truth in 
our inward parts (Psalm 51 :6). The 
source of truth is God's Word (John 
17: 17). You should approach Bible 
study, then, as a seeker of truth . Je­
sus said that he who seeks shall find 
(Matthew 7:7-11). 

Just two verses after Paul told us 
not to quench the Spirit, he wrote, 
"Prove all thin gs; hold fas t that 
which is good" (I Thessalonians 
5:21). It doesn' t take any effort to 
be deceived. It does take effort, 
however, to prove the truth. 

You alone are ultimately respon­
sible for your beliefs (Romans 
14: 12) . God will have no one in His 
Kingdom who is not deeply con­
victed of His truth . We are chosen 
for salvation " through sanctifica­
tion of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth" (II Thessalonians 2: 13) . 

God inspired the Scriptures, and 
through th em He teaches us the 
way of salvation (II Timothy 3: 14-
17). The Word of God and God's 
Spirit are inseparably linked. Jesus 
Christ said, "The words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they 
are life" (John 6:63). God's Spirit 
abides in us to the extent that His 
Word abides in us and we obey it 
(John 14:23, Acts 5:32). God's 
Word will abide in you if you study 
it diligently every day (Acts 17 : II). 

There is danger in neglecting 
prayer and Bible study. They are vi­
tal to nurturing the Iioly Spirit -
the only source of eternal life. "Ne­
glect not the gift that is in thee," 
Paul warned (I Timothy 4:14). 
And, "Stir up the gift of God" (II 
Timothy 1:6). 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 

BIRTHS 
BRINCKMAN, Bradly and Lori (Lerke). 01 LaPorte. 
Ind . boy, Jacob Lyle Robert. Oct. t8, 6:53 p.m .. 9 
pounds 6 ounces. firSI child. 

BUDZINSKI. Gerald and Martha (Adcock), 01 Edmon­
ton. Alia .• girl, Kalhleen Heather Ann, Oct. 11, 2 p.m .. 
8 pounds 4 ounces, now 1 boy, 1 girl. 

COTTI. Raymond and Dons (Beck), of Bellevue, 
WaSh .. boy, Raymond Stertlng, Nov. 8, 8 p.m .• 9 
pounds. now 1 boy. 2 girls. 

CURLEY. Curt and Sandy (Bornemann). of West 
Bend. WIS .. gort, Car .. Lee, Oct. 16, 12;30 a.m .. 8 
pound. 3 1; ounces. forst chold. 

DEVIN, Herbert and Karma (Halle). of Kansa. City, 
Mo. boy. Knstopher Michael, Oct. 28, 1.01 a.m., 9 
pounds 13 ounces, now 2 boys, 3 girls. 

ELLER. Robert and Carolyn Kay(Blrd). of Brock, Neb., 
boy. MochaelJoseph, Nov 3,121 am., 7 pounds 131-0 
ounces. now 4 boys. 2 girls, 

ELLISON, William and Susan (Sinkler), of St. Paul. 
Mlnn, 9lrl. Lisa Rene. Sapl 26.6.58 p.m., 6 pounds 
13 ounces. now 1 boy. 3 girls. 

FARRINGTON. Richard and Susa". (Ferrer), of 
Chicago. III., girl , OrqUidea Anlonla. Oct. 30. 2:30 p.m .• 
7 pound. 14 ounces. first child. 

FINNEMORE, Rock and Pauline (0 Broen), of Toronto. 
Onl., boy. Mark Edward, Sapt. 12. 1009 am .. 8 
pounds 3 ounces. now 2 boys. 

GOLSON. William and Kathy (Walson), of Monl­
gomery, Ala . girl , Melissa CarOl. Oct. 13. 7:55 a.m .. 
B pounds 2 ounces, now 2 girls. 

GOOD. Trace and Jeri (Kern). of Slreamwood. lIl., boy. 
Du.tln Ryan. Oct. 28, 3 21 p.m .• 8 pounds 8 ounces. 
first chtld 

GRUTER. Rene and Dawn (Springer), of Pasadena, 
boy, R.J .• Oct. 6, 1:12 a.m .. 7 pounds 7 ounces, now 
2 boys, 1 girt . 

HENRY, George and Carol. of Montvale. N.J .. boy, 
Joel Dantel, Oct. 4, 4 8.m., 7 pounds 1 ounce, now 
3 boys. 

HIGGINBOTHAM. Chns and Tammy (Creasey), of 
Terre Haute, Ind .• gorl. Lall.ha Nichole, Oct. 26, 12:26 
p.m. 7 pounds 2 ounces, now 1 boy, 2 girls. 

JUNGE. Thomas and Carol (Manderfield). 01 Postville. 
Iowa. boy. Mallhew Aaron. Ocl . 24. 4:52 a.m., 8 
pounds 2 ounces, flrsl child. 

KERN, Joseph and Susan (Burger), of Waukesha. 
Wos ,gorl. KnSlin Michele. Oct. 18. 1;39 a.m., 7 pounds 
6 ounces. now 2 girls. 

KNOWLEN. Lowell and Irene (Teelaert), 01 Billings. 
Mont.. girl , Amanda Mario. Nov. 17. 11 :55 a.m., 7 
pounds 1 ounce, now 1 boy, 1 91rt. 

KORKUT. Zekl and Rhonda (Sanders). of New Or­
leans. La .. boy. Nathaniel Deha, Sept. 14,5:52 p.m .. 
8 pounds 3 ounces, flrSI Child. 

KRUEGER, Bnan and Knstln (Schmidt), of Milwaukee. 
W,. . g,rl . Jacqueline Kay. Oct. 26. 3 a.m., 8 pounds 
S ounces, first Chtld . 

LIZOTTE. Albert and Linda (Sirois), of Madawaska, 
Ma""" boy. Fredenck Benjamin. Oct. 18. 1.22 a m .. 
6 pounds 13 ounces. now 3 boys 

MASK. Mark and TIna (Slewart). of Ga'no. ville , Tex., 
girt. Tlala Fawn, Aug. 26. 6:23 a.m .. 6 pounds 15 
ounces, first child 

MIDURA, Mochaeland Mary (Tobiasz). o f Sprongfleld, 
Mass .. twin girls, Roxanne Lee and Larissa Jean, July 
1. 1 f :53 and 11 .54 a.m., 5 pounds 2 ounces and 5 
pounds 7 1-0 ounces. now 2 boys, 2 girts. 

NELSON, Sieve and Sabrina (Lavender). of Altanla, 
Ga .• girl. Jessica Leogh, Oct. 13. 10:15 a.m .. 6 pounds 
14 ounces. flrSI child . 

PEDEN, Larry and Soyla (Lopez). 01 Longview Tex , 
gorl. Meredith Cellse. Nov. 10. fO'51 am .. 8 pounds 
S ounces, now 2 girls. 

ROBERTS. Odls and Donna (Chambers). of Kenosha. 
W ... , boy. Garry Eldon, Nov. 8. 9;17 p .m., 10 pounds 
3 ounces, now 3 boys. 1 gorl. 

ROWE. Peler and Margl (John). 01 Pa.adena, girt. 
Jamie Eileen, Nov. 10, 11 :44 p.m .. 9 pounds, firsl Child. 

VAN DAMME. Larry and Carol (Bennell), of Kllchensr, 
Ont.. boy. David Jonalhan, Nov. 3. 3 :30 a.m .. 6 pounds 
1 ounce, now 2 boys. 

WARREN, Daniel and Kendall (Thomas), of Tyler , 
Tex.,glrl. Naomi Danielle, Nov. 15.7:57 p.m., 6 pounds 
12 ounces, now 1 boy. 1 girl. 

ENGAGEMENTS 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Arthur are pleased to announce 
the engagement of their eldest daughter, Nadine, to 
NOli Dougall. eideSI son of Mr. and Mrs. HamISh 
Dougall of the Edinburgh. Scotland. church. A July 
wedding IS planned. 

WEDDINGS 

MR. AND MRS. BARRY STAHL 
Maria Cathenne Root and Barry Jean Stahl were 
united tn marrige Aug. 11 in Roseville, Minn. The 
wedding took place at an area park paVIlion, with 
Victor Kubik , pastor ot the Minneapofis South and 
Mankato, Minn .. churches, officiating. The bride is the 
daughler of Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Root of Roseville. 

and the groom Is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Stahl 
of Acme, Pat The maid of honor was Laura Root. sister 
01 the bride. and the best man was lhe groom's lather. 
The Stahls reskje in Monrovia, Calif. 

MR. AND MRS. MELVIN HALL 
Diana Abbis ,daughterol Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Border 
of Nllon, England. and MelVin George Hall. son 01 Mr. 
and Mrs. G.W. Hall of Portsmouth, England. were 
untted In marriage Sept. 8 8t Brsishfieid Village Hall. 
The ceremony was performed by DaVid House, pastor 
of the Reading, Channel Islands, Godalming and 
Soulhampton. England. churches. Ross Kiddie was 
best man, and Amanda Barrett and Jennifer Milton 
were brtdesmaids. The couple reslde at Portsmouth 
and attend the Southampton church. 

Charmaine K Rockey, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Ver­
non Rockey 01 Chadron, Neb .. and Timolhy Crabb. 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Karl Baldner of Tampa, Fla., were 
united In marriage Sept. 22 The ceremony was per­
formed by Charles Zimmerman, pastor of the Fort 
Collons. Colo .. ScOllsbluff. Neb. , and Wheatland, 
Wyo., churches. Wendy Martin was maid of honor, and 
Tom Crabb, brother of the groom, was best man. The 
couple resJde In South Pasadena, Calif, 

MR. AND MRS. JOOP BEETS 
Jacqueline Sullon and Joop Michael Beels were 
united in marriage Sept. 22 at the James Gear Home­
slead In WeUlnglon. New Zealand. Lyall Johnslon, 
pastor of the Welhngton, Napier, Palmers ton North 
and Nelson, New Zealand, churches, performed the 
ceremony. Attendants were Peter Boyes, Barbara 
Senkovs end Deidre McDonald. After a honeymoon 
In FIJ I the couple reside in Wellington. 

MR. AND MRS. R. SHALLENBERGER 
Rock Lewis Shallenberger and Cheryl Denise Camp­
bell were United in marriage Sept. 22 in Mishawaka, 
Ind . The wedding was performed by Robert Dick, 
pas lor of the Elkhart and Plymouth, Ind .. churches. 
The bride's sister, VirneU, was maid o f honor . and the 
groom's father , Larry, was best man. The couple 
reside in Pasadena. 

MR. AND MRS. DOUG McKINNEY 
Doug McKinney. son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. 
Johnson, and Elaine Johnson, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. James D, Johnson, were united In marriage Sept. 
22. The ceremony was perlormed by Slephen Smllh. 
pastore' the Gadsden, Als .• church. The couple reside 
In lincoln, Ala. 

MR. AND MRS. DONALD SHARP 
Joanne Frances Solak of Escondido, Calif., and Don­
ald Kelvin Sharp of Poway. Calif .. were married Sapt. 
22. Evangelist Norman Smith, pastor of the San 01890, 
Cahf., and Yuma , Anz., churches, officiated. Loretta 
Macy, sister of the bride. was matron of honor, and 
Ronald Sharp, twin brother of the groom, was best 
man. The couple reside In Escondido. 

MR. AND MRS. COLIN BISHOP 
Charlene Melody, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Norman 
Bagshaw ot Westlock, Alta ,. and Cohn Paul Bishop, 
eldest son ot Mr. and Mrs. Eric Bishop of Edmonton, 
Alta., were untted in marriage Aug. 4. The ceremony 
was pertormed by Robert Millman, pastor of the 
Wesllock and Athabasca, Alia., churches. The couple 
reside in Edmonton. 

We'd like to let the read­
ers of The Worldwide 
News know about your 
new baby as soon as it 
arrives. Just fill out this 
coupon and send it to the 
address given as soon 
as possible after the 
baby is born. 

Our coupon baby this Issue is 
Joseph Wllhams. 80n of Denny and 
Rhonda Williams of Greeley. Colo. 

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 
'THE WORLDWIDE NEWS' 
BOX 111 
PASADENA, CALIF .. 91129, U.S.A. 

Please wrile your Worldwide News subscription number here : 

I I I I I I I-I I I I 1-0 
Last name Father's first name I Mother 's first name 

Mother's malden name Church area or city of residence/state/country 

Baby's sex Baby's first and middl e names 

o Boy D Girl 

Month of birth Date of month 

Number of sons you now have* 

* I ncl udtng newborn 

ANNIVERSARIES 
TIm, my love: Thank you for a wonderful first year of 
mamage. I Ihank God for HIS wonderful gift. Love. 
Mana. 

Obituaries 
BOMBAY, Indi a - Es merald a 

D'Costa, 70, died Oct. 26 of head in­
juries after being hit by a truck while 
on her way to Sabbath services. 

Mrs. D'Costa has been a Ch urch 
m~mhcr since 1976. She is survived by 
two sons, Joseph and Michael, both 
Church members, and two daughters, 
Jane and Muriel. 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. 
Freda B, Walt. 73, died Oct. 30. She 
was a homemaker and a native of Col­
orado. 

Mrs. Walt is survived by an only son, 
Gene. and his wife, Mary, both Church 
members, and their children, Stephanie, 
Randy and Julie. 

MIDDLETOWN, .Y. - Ozzie 
Rosseland , 42, a deacon in God 's 
Church, died Oct. 24 of complications 
from diabetes. 

Mr. Rosseland is survived by a son, 
Erik, who attends the Middletown 
church. 

Graves ide services were conducted by 
William Swanson, pastor of the Mon t­
vale, N.J., and Middletown churches. 

MADILL, Okla. - Vernie Euin An­
derson, 82, died Aug. 30. 

Time of day .1 Weight 
D A.M. 
D P.M. 

Number of daughters you now have* 

12-85 

Mr. Anderson was born Oct. 28, 
1902, in Merriott, 111., and lived most 
of his life in Du rant, Okla. 

Mr. Anderson was baptized in Au­
gust, 1954. lIe is survived by his wife, 
Vila; a son, Jerry of Duran t; four step­
children, Ca rlos Davis of Sulphur, 
Okla., David Davis of Madill, Ricky 
Lynn Il awkins of Illinois and Donna 
Janes Papk of California; and six grand­
ch ildren . 

Funeral services were conducted by 
Donald Jackson, a minister in the Sher­
man, Tex .. ch urch. 

rey Mayhew, 89. died Sept. 22 at his 
home in Tunbridge Wells, England, 
after a long illness. 

Mr. Mayhew wa~ bapti7ed in 1969. 
He lived through the reigns of ,ix En­
glish monarchs. After receivtng his ed­
ucation and war service he joined British 
Petroleum, rising to become personnel 
manager. 

He is survived by his wife, Elinbeth, 
also a hurch member; a son , who is 
an English Member of Parliament; and 
four grandsons. 

John Meakin, pastor of the Brighton, 
Croydon and Maidstone, England, 
churches, conducted funeral services 
Sept. 27 at Tunbridge Wells. 

WODONGA, Australia - May 
Smyth, 80, died Oct. 23. Mrs. Smyth, 
baptized in 1962, was an original mem­
ber allending the Wodonga church. 

Funeral services were conducted by 
Bruce Dean, pastor of the Wodonga, 
Temora and Wagga Wagga, Australia, 
churches. 

Checkup shows health is 'phenomenal' 

Miami member baptized at 96 
By Louetta S. Jones 

MIAMI, Fla. - On Wednesdays 
97-year-old Maryann Heleker can 
be seen catch ing the bus to keep a 
luncheon date with her sis t ers, 
Ethe l, 83, and Helen, 86. Mrs. 
H e leker became the oldest member 
here when she was baptized June I. 

Mrs. Heleker, the former 

LOl/etta S. Jones is a member 
who attends the Miami. Fla .. 
ehl/feh. 

Maryann Brenner, was born March 
18, 1889, in Brechin, Scotland, the 
oldest of nine children. She grew up 
in Aberdeen, Scotland. 

In 1923 Miss Brenner immi­
grated to Ameri ca a nd settl ed in 
Peekskill, N,Y., where she married 
Arthur Leroy H eleker, a Dutch­
man , M r. Heleker died in 1970. 

After earning cred its from the 
Royal Academy of F in e Arts in 
London, Eng land, Mrs. Heleker 
opened a music and drama stud io in 

MARYANN HELEKER 
New York. There she taught music 
and put on plays. 

In 1940 she moved to Miami and 
taught music at the Drexel School. 

She became a member of the Miami 
Little Theater, in addi tion to play­
ing the organ for area churches, 

In ~1980 she saw a copy of The 
Plain Truth. and, though she had 
seen the magazine earlier, she be­
gan to read it seriously. 

Says Mrs. lI e leker, "I'm really 
concerned about nothing else, now, 
but se rvin g God and li vin g Hi s 
way ." 

When asked what has con­
tributed to her longevity she says 
s he has remained mentally and 
physically active. She exercises and 
eats fresh fruits a nd vegetables. 

She takes three IS-minute walks 
a day and "never misses" a luncheon 
date, even if her sisters do. 

After a medical checkup at 
Cedars of Lebanon Medical Center. 
Mrs. Heleker was told that for her 
age her health is "phenomenal." 



Unification 
(Continued from page 2) 

the legitimate heir of the crown of 
the Holy Empire ... My dream is: 
our Polish Pope John Paul II would 
coronate, in Aix-Ia-Chapelle, Otto 
von Habsburg, elected in a demo­
cratic way by representatives of all 
states of Europe as electors for the 
first monarch of this free Europe." 

Interestingly enough, in his 1958 
book The Social Order of Tomor­
row (Oswald Wolff, Ltd., London), 
Dr. Habsburg talked about that an­
cient crown of Europe andhowafu­
ture European head of state might 
be elected: 

"Now we do possess a European 
symbol which belongs to all nations 
equally. This is the Crown of the 
Holy Roman Empire, which embod­
ies the tradition of Charlemagne , the 
ruler of a united occident." 

Letters 
TO THE EDITOR 

(Continued from page 2) 

ingly, without my asking. I'm speaking 
of the second tithe assistance I have 
received. I wouldn't have been able to 
attend the Feast this year if not for the 
Church paying for my room here, and 
it is very comfortable for myself and my 
two girls. 

Name withheld 
Monor, Ga. 

* * * 
Grateful reader 

It was with great surprise and joy that 
I received in the mail a copy of The 
Worldwide News. I want to express to 
you my deepest thanks for this. 

My words could, perhaps, seem exag­
gerated, but I believe that we as mem­
bers truly love the Church . And your ed­
ifying news reports are an extremely 
valuable source of comfort for those of 
us who cannot personally participat~ in 
Church activities . 

I thank God that there are people li ke 
you who, in the midst of your intense 
work, find time to respond to a brother 
who lives far away. This way of love is 
seen reflected throughout the pages of 
The Worldwide News, which show the 
activities (involving an enormous 
amount of responsibility) of my loved 
ones (as I call Church members) ... 

Please, whenever possible, keep in 
mind that in this corner of the earth the 
Church newspaper is for this one mem­
ber a valuable gift and another source of 
inspiration and knowledge of the work of 
God. 

Ruben Gerardo 
Cochabamba, Bolivia 

* * * 
Third-tithe blessings 

I just wanted to share with you my ex­
periences of my first third tithe year, 
which I started at Passover in April. 
Bearing in mind that it is only August 
now, I have received unbelievable (al­
most) blessings. 

I started out with some trepidation at 
first. I needn't have feared! Within short 

Thequestion of a European head of 
state, Dr. Habsburg wrote, "is an es­
peciallydifficultone, because itcould 
lead not merely to political but also 
to national rivalries ... I n this sense, 
th e solution must be essentia lly 
'monarchical,' though it need not 
be so either in form or in name ... 

"The head of State would, there­
fore, have to be elected ... It would 
seem best to select .. . [as members 
of the electoral body] the heads of 
the various national states, presi­
dents as well as monarchs ... Like 
the great Electors of the Holy Ro­
man Empire, they would, as far as is 
humanly possible, guarantee the in­
dependence and stability of the 
highest office in the State. 

"This is a modern version of the 
ancient and yet always contempo­
rary idea of a great occidental em­
pire. The exact title of the European 
head of State is a secondary matter 
by comparison. The substance is 

order I received a tax rebate for nearly 
$300 - then because of my employer's 
large profit made in the 1984 financial 
year, they paid all staff a $500 special 
payment plus one week's basic pay, 
which amounted to nearly $600 - after 
tax. 

Since then I received a $20,000 prop­
erty sett lement thrust on me and be­
cause of it I may be able to buy my own 
home later this year. Because of this my 
mortgage policy was returned to me and 
when I checked the surrender value to­
day I found it was $371. 

The Eternal has surely opened the 
windows of heaven for me! 

Name Withheld 

* * * 
Members lea~e fa~orable impression 

We at The Zoo were delighted to have 
the Worldwide Church of God confer­
ence in the Pensacola [Fla.] area. 

The Zoo had the pleasure of hosting 
many of your members who visi ted our 
facilities during their free time. I must 
say, we were most impressed with your 
membership; we have not seen a nicer 
group of adults and a better behaved 
group of children since The Zoo' open­
ing in May of 1984. I assure you, this is 
no small compliment as we have had over 
170,000 visitors. The congenial group 
representing the Worldwide Church of 
God was one that warrants recognition. 

Pat Quinn 
President/ Director, 

The Zoo 
Gulf Breeze, Fla. 

During our recent stay at a motel for 
the Feast of Tabernacles, our family and 
a friend rented rooms side by side. Well, 
our friend had problems with the key 
unlocking her motel room, so we 
checked out her lock and found our key 
worked in her door also. We asked the 
management of the motel about this and 
were told that a few weeks prior some­
one stole the keys to all the motel units. 

The manager told us a locksmith was 
called in to fit the doors with new locks 
but didn't leave enough keys. She told us 
she gave us a master key and said she 
wasn't worried because she trusted ev­
eryone staying at the motel. She said, 
"You're all from the Church!" Talk 
about trust! 

Mr. and Mrs. William P. Fox 
Hazelton, Pa. 
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more important than the form." 

Watch Strauss too 

It is significant that Christ's apos­
tle in the end-time work of God has 
met, in each case on more than one 
occasion, with both King Juan Car­
los I and Otto von Habsburg, indi­
viduals of royal European lineage 
who may yet have vital roles to play 
on the world scene. 

Pastor General Herbert W. Arm­
strong has also met with another in­
dividual who is still active politi­
cally, waiting it would seem, for a 
future office to match his 
formidable talents and energies -
Bavaria's Minister-President Franz 
Josef Strauss. Mr. Strauss, com­
mented a British journalist, "is that 
large and important national politi­
cian without a large and importl!nt 
job." 

Just how important Mr. Strauss is 
viewed by his peers was revealed at 
his extraordinary 70th birthday cel­
ebration this past September, which 
lasted 10 days. World and national 
leaders paid him homage. Gold and 
silver coins were struck in his honor. 

Twenty years ago, Mr. Strauss 
wrote his book The Grand Design, 
which amounted to a reasoned plea 
for a United Europe. Conversely, 
not long ago, a former top British of­
ficial stressed that from London's 
point of view "there will be no grand 
design [and] no abolition of national 
foreign policies" among the Com­
mon Market nations. 

Britain will not be in the ultimate 
United Europe in place just before 
the close of this age. But other key 
nations on the Continent will. Con­
tinue to watch the activities of the 
real unity shapers: King Juan Carlos 
I, Otto von Habsburg and Franz 
Josef Strauss. 

Erosion 
(Cont inued from page 2) 

who buy in all the surplus wheat and 
barley and put it into store ... The 
mountains of grain and beef and of 
dairy products grow higher every 
year and our countryside becomes 
poorer and poorer in the diversity of 
life and landscape." 

Ponds, footpaths, wetlands, 
moorlands and meadows have all 
suffered the same fate as the 
hedgerows. Losses are 50 percent or 
worse. 

British television personality 
David Attenborough said, "The sit­
uation is now desperate." But des­
perate situations are not always per­
ceived by the public. Many fear the 
irrational rather than the actual -
and real threats to humanity's well­
being go virtually unnoticed. 

Wrote Jim Crace in the March 10 
Sunday Telegraph Magazine: "A 
survey conducted by the Sunday 
Telegraph Magazine in seven se­
lected localities indicates that only a 
small proportion of British people 
consider pollution of the environ­
ment to be a significant problem. 
Most - including those living in the 
centre of large industrial towns -
regard their immediate environ­
ment as being clean and healthy." 

Continuing in th e Sunday 
Telegraph Magazine account: "It is 
true," said Steve Billcliffe, director 
of an environmental pressure group, 
"that some control legislation in the 
fifties had made the air better to 
breathe. But what we've got instead 
is decaying sewage systems, acid 
rain, asbestos, lead dust, noise and 
stress. There is a nitrogen time­
bomb percolating into our water 
supplies from fertilisers." 

Elder dies after illness 
PASADENA ichae l A. 

Hechel, 44, a preaching elder, died 
in Summerville, S.c., Nov. 25, ac­
cording to evangelist Joseph Tkach 
Sr., director of Church Administra­
tion. 

"We were saddened to learn of 
Mr. Hechel's death," the evangelist 
said. "Mr. Hechel had been ill for 
several months and had entered the 
hospital about a week before his 
death." 

Mr. Hechel served as pastor of 
the Charleston, S.c., and Savan­
nah, Ga. , churches before his ill­
ness. He was ordained a local elder 
in April, 1967, and was raised in 
rank to preaching elder in 1968 by 
evangelist Leslie McCullough, 
depu ty chancellor of Big Sandy 
Ambassador Collegc. 

Mr. Hechel also served churches 
in Eugene, Medford and Klamath 
Falls, Ore., and Toledo and Findlay, 
Ohio. 

A native of Wisconsin, Mr. Hechel 
was a 1966 graduate of the Texas 
campus of Ambassador College. 

M r. Hechel is survived by his 
wife, Kay, and their three children, 
Dana, 18, Debra, 17, and David, 15. 

MICHAEL A. HECHEL 

M r. Tkach asked that brethren 
remember the Hechel family in 
their prayers. 

Robert Persky, pastor of the 
Charleston and Savannah churches, 
conducted Mr. Hechel's funeral 
Nov. 27. 

Watermelon Harvest 

7 

Let's shift to high ground. Mr. 
Jackman reported in the Aug. II 
Sunday Times Magazine: "Upland 
Britain is a dying world." 

Allenheads, England, is a micro­
cosm of the problem. At 1,350 feet, 
it is uncommonly beautiful, but the 
real i t y, accordi ng to Mr. Jackman, is 
this, "Allenheads is a dying village, 
its serenity an illusion behind which 
stalk the familiar spectres of life to­
day in upland Britain: neglect, de­
population and the withering away 
of essential public services ... on 
the fells above, forestry plantations 
have been clear-felled, leaving a 
graveyard of bleached stumps and 
eroded hillsides." 

But he explained: "All over 
Britain, from Bodmin Moor in the 
far south-west to the rainswept sum­
mits of the Scottish Highlands, the 
story is the same ... decades of ne­
glect and misuse have taken their 
toll." 

The hill farmer is both perpetra­
tor and victim. He is forced to over­
stock to put bread on the table. Over­
stocki ng prod uces overgrazi ng. 
Overgrazing produces erosion. 

From thc uplands we travel to the 
lowlands. Cornwall is also suffering 
from environmental degradation. 
Woodlands and hedgerows arc dis­
appear ing. The Red River "flows 
with iron oxide and not much else," 
according to the Sept. I Observer. 
Cornwall's landscape is in danger. 

What about the beaches? Geof­
frey Lean, environmental corre­
sponden t for The Observer, wrote 
Sept. I, "Britain's beaches are fast 
disappearing into thc sea - a van­
ishing act accelerated by this year's 
sodden summer." 

Erosion is partly natural. But 
here's the conundrum. People ob­
struct supplies of sand from getting 
·to the beaches. They want holiday 
towns and houses. But there is a 
price. 

Mr. Lean cont inued: "The sand 
for many British beaches comes 
from eroding cliffs. When the 
seaside towns were built a century 
ago residents were determined not to 
lose their homes and gardens. They 
insisted that their local councils 
build sea walls to stop the cliffs erod­
ing. That deprived the beaches of 
their sand." 

Thirty percent of British sewage 
is disposed of at sea. The July-Au­
gust issue of Europe-84 reported 
that "standards for clean beaches 
laid down by the European Commis­
sion are not yet being applied in 
nearly half the coastal resorts in 
England and Wales." Their message 
is: "Clean up your act." 

But pollution is not only a British 
problem, it's a human problem. Man 
was given in Genesis the responsibil­
ity of managing the environment. 
And there are enough examples in 
the Pentateuch to provide the basis 
for wise resource and environmental 
management. 

Man has failed, but God will not. 
Soon He will remake this earth like 
the Garden of Eden. 

STORY FOR YOUNG READERS 
By Shirley King Johnson 

was, he misjudged the distance of Jim's 
long steps, and his legs tangled in Jim's 
right tennis shoe. Jim stumbled over 
the beagle and fell to the ground with a 
surprised exclamation . Splat! went the 
watermelon as it hit the ground. Major 
managed to make a fancy leap sideways 
to avoid being bonked by the melon. 

fact, I'm getting kind of thirsty and the 
heart of that melon smells sweet as 
candy." Bending down, Grandfather 
picked up a broken piece of melon. 
"Let's take a break." 

up to the house and told my mother and 
she came out of the house with them. I 
was sure scared I'd get my bottom 
warmed. But do you know what?" 

Barking happily, Major romped 
along the edge of the watermelon patch 
at the end of a cornfield . Grandfather 
had decided that today the melons were 
ready to start being harvested. Jim 
helped out by carrying the smaller ones 
to the pickup truck, and Grandfather 
selected the large ones to handle. Back 
and forth they trudged from field to 
pickup. Major joined in, frolicking 
along first beside Jim, and then beside 
Grandfather. 

After a while Major's mind wan­
dered and he sniffed at a scent of rabbit 
that was quite stale. Distracted as he 

"Are you OK, Jim?" Grandfather 
asked, turning from the pickup and 
hurrying to where Jim was scrambling 
to his feet. 

"Sure, I'm OK," Jim replied, his 
eyes anxious as he looked up into his 
grandfather's face. How angry would 
Grandfather be? ''I'm sorry, Grand­
father. It was an accident." 

Grandfather's arm went around 
Jim's shoulders . "You and Major just 
got tangled up. No problem, honey. In 

Jim and Grandfather took the melon 
pieces to the shade of the pickup and 
as they ate they watched cliff swal-
10Wil wheeling above the bridge that 
spanned Seven-Mile Creek. Major 
licked at the rinds they laid beside him. 

"This takes me back to the days 
when I was a little sprout like you, 
James," Grandfather said. "My 
brothers and I were carrying water­
melons in from our patch. I had to show 
off a little and I picked up one that was a 
mite too large and it was wet and slip­
pery from the dew. I dropped it ker­
plunk on the ground. My brothers ran 

Jim's eyes studied Grandfather's 
face. "What?" 

"My mother brought out a bread 
knife and sliced up that big melon and 
we all sat down and enjoyed a feast in 
the warm sun. When we were through 
she smiled at me and said, 'Just don't 
drop any more.' And you can be sure I 
was careful after that." 

Reaching into an overall pocket, he 
drew out a handkerchief and wiped his 
hands. "Yessiree," he said. "It's like 
my mother told me, 'When life hands 
you a lemon - make lemonade.' " 

Major looked up from his juicy rind, 
wagged his tail and miled. 
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PASADENA - God's Church 
is planning a direct-mail campaign 
in Italy for late January or early 
February, 1986, according to David 
Hulme, director of Media Purchas­
ing. 

"The mailing, which will offer a 
free one-year subscription to La 
Pura Verita, the Italian version of 
The Plain Truth, will go to about 
100,000 households," Mr. Hulme 
said. 

Circulation of La Pura Verila is 
about 80,000. The campaign is ex­
pected to add between 4,000 and 
5,000 new subscribers, Mr. Hulme 
said. 

PASADENA - Youth 85 now 
goes to 230,000 people in 138 coun­
tries and territories, according to 
Dexter H. Faulkner, managing edi­
tor of the Church's rublications. 

''The Youth magazine continues 
to have a greater positive impact 
than many breth ren realize," Mr. 
Faulkner said. 

"The maga7ine provides a unique 
view of God's way of life that we 
find both youths and adults appreci­
ate," he said . "It is fulfilling Mr. 
[Herbert] Armstrong's original vi­
sion that it be a kind of 'junior' 
Plain Truth, reaching young peo­
ple with the Gospel message." 

"We recently received a letter 
from a librarian of a Baptist school 
in Louisiana asking for 150 copies 
of the magazine," Mr. Faulkner 
said. "She said the magazines would 
be used for the students' Bible 
classes ." 

PAS·\ 
JOg times for the World Tomorrow 
television program on superstation~ 
WOR and WTBS arc proving to be 
"remarkably effective," said David 
Hulme, director of Media Purchas­
ing. 

"WOR, which originates in New 
York [N.Y.], now airs the program 
at II :30 a.m., Eastern Standard 
Time [EST], as well as the old time 
of II p.m., EST," Mr. Hulme said . 

"The new time has already sur­
passed the old time as No. I in the 
country, drawing as many as 1,800 
responses for a single airing." 

Mr. Hulme explained that the 
new I a.m., EST, Monday airing on 
WTBS appears at 10 p.m. on the 
West Coast because of the time dif­
ference. 

"The old time of 6:30 a.m., EST, 
Sunday morning still ranks in the 
top 10, but it too has been sur­
passed," he said. "The new time is 
consistently drawing the third or 
fourth highest response [of stations 
airing The World Tomorrow] in 
the country each weekend. It has 
drawn as many as 1,400 calls for a 
single airing." 

Mr. Ilulme said several stations 
arc showing more favor toward the 
program, even "offering to air the 
program for less money." 

"Doors continue to be opened for 
the program to go on more powerful 
s tations a t better times," Mr. 
Hulme said. "Often the stations arc 
coming to us with offers to clear 
time for The World Tomorrow 
rather than us going to them." 

* * * 
PASADENA - Church Ad­

ministration released the following 
ordinations: 

Steven T. Elliott, a local elder in 
the Was hington, D.C., and Front 
Royal, Va. , churches, wa~ ordained 
a preaching elder on the Feast of 
Trumpets, Sept. 16. 

Gorgonio de Guia, a deacon in the 
Catbalogan, Philippines, church, 
was ordain<fd a local church elder 
during the Feast of Tabernacles, 
Oct. 3. 

Angel Padron, a deacon in the 
Laoag, Philippines, church, was or­
dained a local church elder during 
the Feast of Tabernacles, Oct. 3. 

* * * 
PASADENA - La Pura Ver­

dad (Spanish Plain Truth) lectures 
took place in Guatemala City, 
Guatemala; San Salvador, EI Sal­
vador; and Guadalajara and Ciudad 
Juarez, Mexico; in November and 
December, according to the 
Spanish Department here. 

Herbert Cisneros, pastor of the 
Guatemala City and San Salvador 
churches, conducted the lectures in 
Guatemala City Nov. 9 and 10. One 
hundred sixty-five new people at­
tended. 

Mr. Cisneros spent 21h hours an­
swering questions after the second 
lecture, and more than 40 people ex­
pressed interest in attending follow­
up lectures. 

Ninety-eight ne w people at­
tended PV lectures conducted by 
Mr. Cisneros in San Salvador Nov. 
30 and Dec. I. 

Invitations were sent to smaller 
groups than last year. This allows 
more personal contact and makes it 
easier to find a suitable meeting 
place. 

A WORLD 
FR Itt (J CH AD INI 

PASADENA - Evangelist 
Dibar Apartian, regional director 
for French-speaking areas, is sched­
uled to deliver five public Bible lec­
tures in Haiti, Guadeloupe and 
Martinique Jan . 22 to Feb. I. 

"We would appreciate brethren 
praying for the success of these lec­
tures, particularly the work we will 
be doing in Haiti," Mr. Apartian 
said. 

The evangelist will be accompa­
nied to Haiti by John Halford, a, 
pastor-rank minister who serves in 
the Media Services Department; 
and Gilbert Carbonnel, pastor of 

M r. Cisneros said that six to 
eight weekend Bible studies were 
planned to follow the lectures. He 
also reported that conditions in El 
Salvador were better than in many 
months. Brethren are safe and 
have jobs. "We appreciate the 
prayers of brethren worldwide," 
he said. 

PV lectures conducted by Pablo 
Dimakis, pa~tor of the Guadalajara 
and Tepic, Mexico, churches, took 
place in Guadalajara Nov. 23 and 
30. One hundred eighty-six new 
people attended. 

Mr. Dimakis reported that more 
than half of the group was middle 
or upper-middle class, and they 
were enthusiastic, with many ques­
tions. He invited several to attend 
services. 

Thirty-six new people attended 
PV lectures conducted by Gilberto 
Marin, pastor of the Ciudad Juarez 
and Chihuahua, Mexico, churches, 
in Ciudad Juarez Nov. 23 and 30. 

Lectures were scheduled for 
Mexico City, Mexico, in Novem­
ber, but the hotel where they were 
to take place has been closed since 
the earthquake there Sept. 19. 

* * * 
PASADE NA Church Ad-

ministration here released the fol­
lowing itinerary for evangelist Ger- . 
aid Waterhouse. 

Jan. 2, Savannah, Ga.; Jan. 4, 
Jacksonville, Gainesville and Ocala, 
Fla., combined Sabbath services; 
Jan. 7, Orlando, Fla.; Jan. 8, Cocoa, 
Fla. 

Jan. 9, Port St. Lucie, Fla.; Jan. 
II, Miami and Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla., combined Sabbath services; 
Jan. 12, Fort Myers, Fla.; Jan. 13, 
Sarasota, Fla. ; Jan. 15, Sl. Peters­
burg, Fla. 

Jan. 16 , Tamp~, Fla.; Jan . 18, 

the Pointe-a-Pitre and Basse-Terre, 
Guadeloupe, and Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti, churches. 

"Mr. Halford knows the Haitian 
brethren very well, and Mr. Car­
bonnel visits there once a month," 
Mr. Apartian said. 

"We receive a tremendous 
amount of mail from Haiti. We re­
ally need a full-time minister work­
ing t here. I hope that these lectures 
will bear much fruit so we will be 
able to soon send a minister to feed 
the nock full-time in Haiti," the 
evangelist said. 

The work of God's Church in the 

YES Notebooks Available 
PASADENA - As announced at the Feast of Tabernacles, note­

books for a year's supply of Youth Educational Services (YES) les· 
sons and assignments are available for purchase. Those who 
didn't purchase them at the Feast, or those who' desire additional 
ones may purchase them from Pasadena. 

Youth Opportunities United (YOU) suggests that several 
families order together since bulk shipping is cheaper than 
individual shipping. Prices are as follows: one to nine notebooks, 
$5 each, 10 to 19, $4 each, and 20 or more, $3.50 each. (The 
price increase is for shipping charges.) 

Plj:lasemail your check or money order (payable to Ambas­
sador College) to: 

YES Notebooks 
Ambassador College 
Box 441 
Pasadena, Calif., 91102 

Please include the number of notebooks you want and the 
address where they should be shipped. 

Lakeland, Fla., Sabbath services; 
Jan. 22, Lake Charles, La.; Jan. 23, 
Beaumont, Tex.; Jan. 25, Houston, 
Tex., North, East and West, com­
bined Sabbath services. 

Jan. 26, Waco, Tex.; Jan. 27, 
Austin, Tex.; Jan. 28, Victoria, 
Tex.; Jan. 29, Corpus Christi, Tex.; 
Jan. 30, Harlingen, Tex. 

Feb. I, San Antonio East and 
West, and Uvalde, Tex., combined 
Sabbath services; Feb. 8, San An­
gelo and Abilene, Tex., combined 
Sabbath services; Feb. 15, EI Paso, 
Tex., and Las Cruces, N.M, com­
bined Sabbath services. 

Feb. 16, Tucson and Sierra Vista, 
Ariz.; Feb. 17, Phoenix, Ariz., East 
and West; Feb. 18, Prescott, Ariz.; 
Feb. 19, Flagstaff, Ariz.; Feb. 20, 

Portuguese language is expanding, 
according to evangelist Leon 
Walker, regional director for 
~palll~ -~pc in rueal.. 

The two main countries where 
Portuguese is spoken are Brazil and 
Portugal. Brazil is the sixth-largest 
nation, with a population of more 
than 135 million. Portugal has a 
population of more than 10 million. 

What Is the True Gospel? was 
the first piece of Church literature 
in Portuguese. It was published in 
1980. "Since then we have printed 
five of the basic booklets and 10 
reprint articles," said Keith 
Speaks, circulation director for La 
Pura Verdad (Spanish Plain 
Truth). 

Portuguese language advertise­
ments have appeared in the Brazil­
ian edition of Reader's Digest. and 
an ad offering the Portuguese ver­
sion of Why Marriage! Soon Obso­
lete? is scheduled to run in the Jan­
uary edition (see photo below). 

Kingman, Ariz.; and Feb. 21, Las 
Vegas, Nev. 

* * * 
PASADENA - The Ambas-

sador Chorale performed excerpts 
from Gilbert and Sullivan's The Pi­
rates of Penzance followed by the 
Fred Waring arrangement of "God 
Bless America," for the Tourna­
ment of Roses President's Break­
fast Dec. I I, according to John D. 
Schroeder, director of the Ambas­
sador Chorale. The performance 
took place in the Hilton Hotel in 
Pasadena. 

The audience included Frederick 
D. Johnson, president of the Tour­
nament of Roses, the Rose queen 
and her court, and 450 leading citi­
zens of Pasadena, according to 
William Mason, chorale president. 

"We received 1,146 requests so 
far for the Portuguese version of 
The S even Laws o(Success from" 
Reader's Digest -ad tha r n las 
June," Mr. Speaks said. "About 65 
to 70 percent request the Spanish 
Plain Truth. 

"The Church has a combined cir­
culation of 8,700 in six languages of 
The Plain Truth in Brazil and Por­
tugal," he continued. "About 54 
percent of that number subscribe to 
the Spanish Plain Truth." 

According to Mr. Walker, the 
Spanish Department hopes to have 
six more booklets and reprints in 
1986. 

The Spanish Department sends 
out eight to 10 sermons in Portu­
guese on audiocassettes annually to 
scattered brethren living in Portu­
gal and Brazil. 

Seventeen members live in 
Brazil, and seven live in Portugal. 

Thomas Smith, pastor of the Hel­
ena and Great Falls, Mont., 
churches, was ordained a preaching 
cider during the Feast of Taberna­
cles, Oct. 5. 

PORTUGUESE AD - The above ad offering the Portuguese version of Why Marriage! Soon Obsolete? is 
scheduled to appear in the January issue of Reader's Digest in Brazil. [Photo by Warren Watson] 


